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By Bishop Terry LaValley

The Dogmatic Constitution on the Church de-
mands “one and the same holiness of every
member of the Church.  This common holiness is
characterized by four qualities: our submission
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit; our obedience
to the voice of the Father; our worship of the Fa-
ther in spirit and truth; and our faithfulness in
following the poor, humble and crossbearing
Christ.” (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church
(Lumen gentium), 41, 1964)

Pastoral Letter
for the Year of Faith

(Part III)

Our response to Jesus’ call “Follow Me” is a re-
sponse to the call to sainthood.  The Second Vati-
can Council reminds us that each and every
person is called to be holy, to be a ‘saint in the
making.’

“In the various types and duties of life, one and
the same holiness is cultivated by all who are
moved by the Spirit of God…Every person
should walk unhesitatingly according to his own
personal gifts and duties in the path of a living
faith which arouses hopes and works through
charity.” (Lumen gentium, 41)   

Throughout this year, the Church of Ogdens-
burg has been especially conscious of the Faces
of Faith with whom we live, work and play. 

We are familiar with the faith stories of individ-
uals who were recently numbered among the
saints in heaven:  Saint (Brother) Andre, Saint
Marianne Cope, and the Lily of the Mohawks,
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha.  

Belonging to the one Body of Christ, we now
seek their intercession and prayers as we open
ourselves to a continual conversion of heart so
that we, too, might follow Jesus as true disciples. 

Blessed Pope John Paul II, in his Apostolic Ex-
hortation to Bishops, referred to saints as “spiri-
tual sentinels who from heaven guide the way of
the pilgrim church through time.” (Pastores
gregis, 25, 2003) 

This is a beautiful vision capable of inspiring
our efforts to renew in Christ the society of our
time.

As followers of a God who can squeeze a thou-
sand years into a single day (2 Peter 3:8), we can
move forward with St. Paul’s urgent cry to holi-
ness ringing in our ears:  “I do not think of my-
self as having reached the finish line.  I give no
thought to what lies behind but push on to what
is ahead.  

My entire attention is on the finish line as I run
toward the prize to which God calls me—life on
high in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:13-14)  

To be holy, one cannot stand still.  It isn’t good
enough to be comfortable with where one is at.

Holiness demands growth in communion with
others.

It’s Time
A.Witness to Faith
Faith is a wagering on the resurrection of Jesus

Christ.  It makes all the difference in this world
and the next that I believe that Jesus Christ, Son
of God and Son of Mary, suffered, died, and rose
on the third day for me. 

It’s time to tell and live the story.  Empowered
by God’s life-giving Word, sustained by the
graces received in the Sacraments, and sup-
ported by fellow companions on the journey, I
must give credible witness of my love story with
God.  

Following Jesus will inevitably take us to:
1. The New Evangelization

“What we need at this time of history are peo-
ple who, through a faith which is enlightened
and lived out in practice, make God credible in
the world…We need people who keep their gaze
fixed upon God…The new evangelization starts
from the credibility of our living as believers and
from the conviction that grace acts and trans-
forms to the point of converting the heart.  It is a
journey which still finds Christians committed to
it after 2,000 years of history.” (Fisichella, Ori-
gins, Vol.42, No.14, September 6, 2012)

It’s time for a renewed commitment to learn
more about the teachings of our Catholic Faith.
It’s time for a renewed commitment to personal
and communal prayer.  It’s time for courageous
witness to our faith in the public square.

2.Missionary efforts
The Risen Lord commissioned the still doubt-

ing disciples on the mountain:  “Go, therefore,
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you.  And behold, I am with
you always, until the end of the age.”  (Matt.
28:16-20)

The gift of our baptism brings with it the task
of giving witness because, by its very nature, the
Church is on a mission.  

here is no need for us to be lost:  Jesus prom-
ises to be with us always! 

It’s time to boldly proclaim our faith to a world
often deaf to any language about heaven and
eternal life.

3. Preferential option for the poor
The dignity of every human person created in

the likeness of our God demands that we notice
and care for one another.  “…For I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed
me…” (cf. Matt. 25:31-46) 

To recognize Christ in the other is so very diffi-
cult at times, particularly in those that cannot
repay our acts of kindness to them.  Yet, faith is
having the eyes that see beyond outward appear-
ances to the Christ that dwells within. 

It’s time to take note of and to assist those suf-
fering poverty of all sorts.

4. Vocational discernment
To follow Jesus is to risk a journey into the un-

known, but very much aware that Jesus takes us
by the hand.  

As mentioned above, each of us is called to be
holy, to nourish our faith and to live it in with joy
and hope. 

We especially pray today, that more young
women and men will open their hearts and ac-
cept the Lord’s invitation to follow Him in Gospel
living as a religious sister or brother, along with
those he calls to the priesthood and the dia-
conate. 

Specifically, it is time for us to be more active
promoters of vocations to the priesthood among
the young men of our parishes.

Dietrich von Hildebrand speaks about the mys-
tic grandeur of the call implied in the words of
the Lord, “Follow Me.” “

Before all else, it is necessary for us to grasp
the ‘height, breadth, and depth’ of our vocation,
and fully to comprehend the message of the
Gospel which invites us not merely to become
disciples of Christ and children of God, but to
enter into a process of transformation in Christ.”
(D. von Hildebrand, Transformation in Christ, p.
xxxi, 2001)

The Year of Faith puts before us the challenge
to slow down long enough for us to pay attention
and to absorb God’s call, “Be still and know that I
am God” (cf. Psalm 46:10), and then to accept the
invitation to be transformed.  

Journeying together, let us pray for the grace
to be ready to change.  
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Sister Kateri Mitchell, native of St. Regis and director of the National Tekakwitha Conference presented the main address at the
Nov. 18  Witnesses of Faith Prayer Service at St. Mary’s Cathedral. The service marked the official opening of the diocesan obser-
vance of the Year of Faith. Full coverage appears on pages 3, 4 and 5 of this week’s NCC.

The third installment of Bishop

LaValley’s pastoral letter 

examines the call to be holy

The Diocesan Fiscal Office
presents its annual opportu-
nity to review the financial
condition of the Diocese of
Ogdensburg through the
publication of the audited Fi-
nancial Statements for the
July 1, 2011 to June 30 2012
fiscal year.

Bishop LaValley notes that
“the report indicates clearly
that, although the distressed
economic climate in which
we live continues to impact
our financial condition, the
Church of the North Country
continues to be blessed with
individuals who support gen-
erously our many ministries.”
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VATICAN CITY (CNS)  - In a world hit
by natural disasters, wars
and violence, people need
the stability and hope found
only in God's word, Pope
Benedict XVI said. 

Instead of being obsessed
with predictions and fore-
casts of the end of the world,

people of faith need to take
responsibility for their lives
and personal behavior and
look to God for guidance, he
said. "In the midst of the up-
heavals of the world," Jesus
"remains the solid and
steady anchor," he said Nov.
18, commenting on the day's

Gospel reading during his
midday Angelus address.

In a world hit by natural
disasters and violence

Speaking to pilgrims in St.
Peter's Square, the pope com-

mented on the apocalyptic
imagery Jesus used when he
told his disciples "the sun
will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling
from the sky, and the powers
in the heavens will be
shaken." 
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OBITUARIES
Brushton – Steven D. Curran, 57; Funeral
Services Nov. 24, 2012 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Cadyville – Dorothy M. (Ramsey) Devan,
89; Funeral Services Nov. 24, 2012 at St.
James Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Carthage – James P. Mastin, 68; Funeral
Services Nov. 20, 2012 at St. James
Church; burial in Fairview Cemetery.

Chateaugay – James Henry Darmody, 85;
Funeral Services Nov. 23, 2012 at St.
Patrick’s Church; burial in parish ceme-
tery.

Churubusco – Katherine Elizabeth Looby
Taylor, 85; Funeral Services Nov. 9, 2012
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.

Clayton – Lovenia E. Clark, 100; Funeral
Services Nov. 20, 2012 at Cummings Fu-
neral Service, Inc.; burial in St. Lawrence
Cemetery, Cape Vincent.

Croghan – Martha Agnes (Bochenheim),
95; Funeral Services Nov. 21, 2012 at St.
Stephen’s Church; burial in St. Stephen’s
Cemetery.

Keeseville – Carl R. Floyd, 85; Funeral
Services Nov. 21, 2012 at St. John’s
Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Lake Placid – Eugenio Festa; Funeral
Services Nov. 17, 2012 at St. Agnes
Church.

Massena – Elizabeth (Steinburg) Boyer,
82; Funeral Services Nov. 24, 2012 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in Foxwood Memo-
rial Park, Ogdensburg.

Massena – Robert J. LeBoeuf, 91; Funeral
Services Nov. 20, 2012 at St. Joseph’s

Church; burial in Calvary Cemetery.

Mooers Forks – Norman W. Lafave, 70;
Funeral Services Nov. 24, 2012 at St. Ann’s
Church; burial in Whispering Maples Me-
morial Mausoleum, Ellenburg Depot.

Norwood – James C. McKenna, 81; Fu-
neral Nov. 19, 2012 at St. Andrew’s
Church; burial in Calvary Cemetery.
Ogdensburg – Carol A. (West) Ladouceur,
68; Memorial Services Dec. 1, 2012 at
Notre Dame Cemetery.

Ogdensburg – William F. Morley, Jr., 80;
Funeral Services Nov. 21, 2012 at St.
Mary’s Cathedral; burial in St. Mary’s
Cemetery.

Peru – William Edward Hoffmann, 84;
Funeral Services Nov. 20, 2012 at St. Au-
gustine’s Church.

Plattsburgh – Victoria J. (Kazlowski)
Guyette, 84; Funeral Services Nov. 24,
2012 at Our Lady fo Victory Church; bur-
ial in St. Peter’s Cemetery.

Redford – Richard M. Fournia Jr., 35; Fu-
neral Services Nov. 19, 2012 at Church of
the Assumption; burial in parish ceme-
tery.

Watertown – Ola Mary (Constance) Hef-
feron, 93; Funeral Services Nov. 19, 2012
at St. Patrick’s Church; burial in Glenwood
Mausoleum.

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@dioogdensburg.org

From the Director’s Desk
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ,
Diocesan Mission Director

In keeping with this week’s theme of reporting, I would
like to take some time to reflect upon this very important
Mission Office annual program.  

The summer of 2012 brought sixteen Mission Aid Soci-
eties to the Eastern Side of the Diocese of Ogdensburg.  The
Eastern side of the Diocese of Ogdensburg includes the
Deaneries of Franklin, Clinton, Adirondack, Essex and
Hamilton/Herkimer.    

Our East side parishes were kind and hospitable hosts to
these societies, many of whom came a great distance to
make their appeals.

We are blessed and happy to say that this year’s collection
was greater than that of last year.  These funds collected are
sent to the individual societies who came so far to spread
awareness to their cause.  These funds are directly used by
these societies to alleviate suffering in their mission
parishes. 

Many members of the societies hosted are members of a
Religious Order or Clergy. They do not live in conditions
that we here in the North Country can often take for
granted.  Conditions such as famine, drought, disease, gov-
ernment turmoil and  lack of shelter is why they make the
journey to the Diocese of Ogdensburg , amongst other
places, to appeal to our hearts and ask for our prayers and
assistance.  

The Mission Office has heard from all of the visiting soci-
eties from 2012 and they are grateful for the kindness be-
stowed upon them and are anxious for the opportunity to
come back again.  

For many of these real-life missionaries, coming to the
North Country each summer is their only free time or break
from the harsh conditions of the developing world.  

On behalf of our Mission Coop participants and the peo-
ple they advocate for, I would like to once again share my
gratitude for the generosity shown this past summer. 

Your thoughtfulness and gifts are appreciated.  Rest as-
sured of my prayers as we enter this blessed holiday sea-
son.  

Please remember “The Society for the Propagation of the Faith”
when writing or changing your Will.  

www.dioogdensburg.org/missionoffice

Another successful
year for Mission
Coop Collections
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Thanksgiving may be over,
but our reasons for giving
thanks in the Diocese of Og-
densburg are certainly not!

This week’s NCC offers two
major features – coverage of
the spectacular Witnesses of
Faith prayer service Nov. 18
and the annual publication of
the diocesan financial reports.

I would venture a guess that
the Witnesses of Faith celebra-
tion was a success that sur-
passed anyone’s expectations. 

The cathedral was filled, the
choir was magnificent and we
were inspired by saints both

living and dead.
It was certainly an

experience of the
worldwide Catholic
Church as Native
American, French, Ger-
man and Hawaiian in-
fluences were
illustrated from saints
who grew up in our
part of the world. What
a powerful way to in-
sure that this Year of
Faith becomes a life-
time of faith for us all.

From the colorful
pictures of the cathedral cele-

bration we move to 13
pages of charts and
notes that make up
the2012 diocesan finan-
cial reports.

Those of us who work
with Michael Tooley and
his staff understand
how blessed we are to
have such competent
and honest people to
keep track of all the
money which makes
our work possible.

To open the report,
Bishop LaValley notes

that Mike has recently cele-

brated his tenth anniversary as
diocesan fiscal officer. “We
have been so blessed with his
expert knowledge and wise
counsel,” Bishop LaValley said.

And so, we give thanks all
around – to everyone who
made the Witnesses of Faith
prayer service such a wonder-
ful celebration and to Mike
Tooley, Peggy Garrison, Karen
Ruddy, Heather Ladouceur,
Kim Snover and Vincent
Thouin, whose work insures
that we have the resources to
plan such celebrations year
after year.

Recently I received an email
from a friend about his memo-
ries of the Second Vatican
Council. 

He wrote, “I appreciate your
NCC columns recalling the en-
thusiasm and excitement
which you had during the time
of Vatican II.  They were heady
days for all of us in the Church
and have done so much to de-
fine our faith lives ever since.”

Many people have spoken to
me in the past few weeks about
the columns and the Second
Vatican Council.  They remem-
ber the Council and how much
it influenced their lives.  

However, I have noticed that
some seem to think of the
Council as a bit of nostalgia.  It
is important for me to empha-
size for all to hear that the
Council was not some isolated
moment in time. 

The Second Vatican Council
was the beginning of a new day
for the Catholic Church.  The
decrees of every Ecumenical
Council are official teaching.
So, that moment of the Council
continues, that moment contin-
ues!  

The Council Fathers worked
very hard together to prepare
and promulgate this new
groundwork for the Catholic
Church for our time and for the
ages.

In calling for the Council,
Pope John XXIII  used the word

“aggiornamento.”  This word
means an update, a call to the
Holy Spirit to bring to the
Church a spirit of change and
open mindedness as the
Church brings itself to a new
time and age.  

The documents of the Coun-
cil not only analyze the teach-
ings of the Church again  but
they also challenge the
Catholic Church to come alive
in the Spirit, bringing the mes-
sage of Our Savior and Our
Church to the world. 

In the Spirit of “aggiorna-
mento” there were some liturgi-
cal changes and other calls for
renewal.  However, the interest-
ing thing about the Second Vat-
ican Council was that many of
the things it called for came
from the earliest days of the
Church.

Here is just one example: The
Council speaks of the Church
as the “People of God.” 

he Dogmatic Constitution on
the Church (Lumen Gentium)
says this: “For those who be-
lieve in Christ, who are reborn,

not from a corruptible seed,
but from one incorruptible one
through the word of the living
God, not from flesh, but from
water and the Holy Spirit, are
finally established as ‘a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation…’ who in times past
were not a people, but now are
the People of God.”

“People of God” – one people
united in the Holy Spirit. Laity
and clergy united together to
bring the message of Jesus to
the world and to unite as one
people in prayer and worship
of the Lord.  

A few weeks ago the Church
celebrated the Feast of St. Leo
the Great, a Pope of the fifth
century. The reading at Matins
that day was from the writings
of St. Leo. In these writings, he
emphasized ideas that called
on the people of the Church to
recognize their unity in the
sight of God.  

St. Leo writes this: “For all, re-
generated in Christ, are made
kings by the sign of the cross;
they are consecrated priests by
the oil of the Holy Spirit so that
beyond the special service of
our ministry as priests – all
spirited and mature Christians
know that they are a royal race
and all sharers in the office of
priesthood.”

So, please understand that as
we continue to reread and look
into the documents of the Sec-

ond Vatican Council, we are
looking at the hopes and
dreams of the Council for our
Church today  and how well we
have incorporated the message
of that Council into the life of
today’s Church.

---
This week I would like to

close with a personal memory
of two of my classmates, two
friends who were ordained
priests with me on May 16,
1959, at St. Mary’s Cathedral.
Msgr. Bernard Christman and
Father Paul Oehler died during
the past month. 

There is a rather special
bond that unites priests or-
dained together on the same
day. We became friends and
brothers in our ministry as
priests.  These two are the first
of my classmates from the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg to die. 

It is a time for memories and
for a renewal of the hope that I
have preached often at funer-
als that I have celebrated.  It is
a time to celebrate – two of my
priest friends and classmates
have moved along to the Lord.  

I offer a prayer of gratitude
for their presence in my life
and for the gifts that they
shared with the people of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg.  

Thank you, Lord – please ac-
cept into your peace my
friends and bring them to a
place of happiness with you.
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The Council - not just a bit of nostalgia

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

So much for which to be grateful

FATHER BILL SAYS
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SETON  DINNER AND AUCTION
Plattsburgh- Seton Catholic High School
is planning its 8th Annual Christmas
Dinner and Silent Auction

Date: Dec 2
Time: 12-5 PM
Place: Seton Catholic High School
Cost: Seniors (55+) $7, Adults, takeouts

$9, kids 5-12 years $5, Under 5 FREE
Features: Holiday wreath sale, cash &

carry items, 50/50 Drawings, Seton
Sweepstakes tickets, Each adult who
brings in an item for the Seton food
drive or a new, unwrapped toy for the
toy drive will receive $1 off their meal

Contact: 561-4031 ext 121 for take outs

LECTIO DIVINA
Ellenburg – Our Lady of the Adirondacks
House of Prayer will be having Lectio
Divina (Divine Reading), every Friday.

Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Features: Meditation on the following

Sunday's readings and Rosary

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Plattsburgh – Eucharistic Adoration is
held throughout the year every Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Friday.

Place: St. John’s “Holy Family” Adoration
Chapel, downstairs

Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Contact:  call 518-561-5083 or email us

at Sjohnsadoration@aol.com

PRAYER MEETING
Plattsburgh – A weekly prayer meeting 
will be held every Wednesday (except
the first Wednesday).

Time: 7 p.m.
Place: St. Peter’s Church, St. Brother

Andre' Chapel.
Features: Prayers and songs of praise,y

devotional prayers to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the
Divine Mercy Chaplet/Novena

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Crown Point – A Christmas Bazaar will
be held.

Date: Dec. 1
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Place: Sacred Heart Church
Features: Luncheon, Raffle Drawing &

Cookie Walk.

CHRISTMAS TEA
North Bangor – The CC of St. Augustine 
will hold their annual “O Come All Ye
Faithful” Christmas Tea.

Date: Dec. 2

Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Place: John C. Dwyer Parish Center
Features: handmade crafts,  bake table,

candy booth, cake walk, a Chinese auc-
tion, raffles, etc. Christmas cookies, cof-
fee, tea & punch. Homemade soup,
sandwiches & soda will be for sale. 

HOLIDAY FOOD FAIR
Clayton - Holiday Food Fair to be held.
Date: Dec. 1
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Costs: Food Fair, $6; photo with Santa

4x6 color, $3; Children’s Lunch ages 3-12
and fun room, Free

Features: Over 50 special dishes will be
prepared from parishioners favorite fam-
ily recipes.  Holiday gift items and family
inspirational gifts.  Visit from Santa
There will be a children’s room for ages
3-12 to make crafts.  At 1 p.m. there will
be a raffle drawing.  10 cash prizes val-
ued at $50 each.  No need to be present
to Win.

YEAR OF FAITH EVENTS
Black River and Deferiet – Special “Year
of Faith” events to be held.

Schedule: Dec. 9 – 1 p.m. to 3, Holy
Hours at St. Paul’s with reflection on Vat-
ican II; Dec. 11 – 6 p.m. to 8, Healing
Mass at St. Paul’s; Dec. 13 – 6 p.m. to 8,
Healing Mass at St. Rita’s; Dec. 16 – 1
p.m. to 3, Holy Hours at St. Rita’s with re-
flection on Vatican II.

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills – The Indian River Knights of 

Columbus will be sponsoring a Spaghetti
& Meatball dinner.

Date: Dec. 8
Time: 4 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Watertown – St. Anthony’s Altar Rosary
Church will be having Spaghetti Supper.

Date: Nov. 29
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7           
Place: Msgr. Sechi Hall
Cost: Adults, $8; children $4.50; under

3, free; sauce, $5 per quart meatballs are
$.75

Features: Take-out orders begin at 4
p.m. Please bring your own containers

LIFERIGHT MEETING
Watertown   - Liferight of Watertown will
hold its monthly meetings on the third 
Wednesday of the Month.
Time: 4 p.m.     
Place: 312 Sherman St.
Features: The  office has videos, books

and educational materials 
which may be borrowed. Topics
covered: infanticide, assisted suicide, eu-
thanasia and chastity.

Contact: Phone 315-788-8480; website:
www.liferight.org.

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS
Houseville – Divine Mercy Devotions for
the month of December to be held.

Date: Dec. 2
Time: 3 p.m.
Place: St. Hedwig’s Church
Features: The program includes: Vespers

(Evening Prayer), Exposition of the Most
Blessed Sacrament, The Divine Mercy
Chaplet and Benediction. All are wel-
come. 

Contact 348-6260.

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Port Leyden – There will be a Christmas
Bazaar to help benefit the Port Leyden
Food Pantry.

Date: Dec. 8
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Place: St. Martin’s Church Hall
Features: Many crafters,  a 50/50 draw-

ing and a Lottery Tree drawing.  Home-
made doughnuts and coffee will be
available in the morning with lunch con-
sisting of homemade chili, chili dogs and
beverages.  Baked goods sale
.

SHOWTIME CHRISTMAS SHOW
Ogdensburg – The Msgr A.D. Charbon-
neau Council #258 Knights of Columbus
will be sponsoring a Christmas Show.

Date: Dec. 2
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Place: OFA Auditorium
Cost: 3 nonperishable foods or $3.
Features: Special guests, United Helpers

Senior Chorus, Musical Groups from OFA
and Heuvelton Central Schools.  Dona-
tions will benefit the Ogdensburg Neigh-
borhood Center.

K OF C BRUNCH
Norfolk – The Knights of Columbus will
be sponsoring a brunch.

Date: Dec. 9
Time: 8:30 a.m. to Noon
Place: Visitation Parish Center; Take-outs

available
Cost: Adults, $7; Children under 12, $4;

Under 5, Free; Family, $18

CRAFT FAIR
Gouverneur – St. James School to have a
Craft Fair.

Date: Dec. 1
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Features: Santa Claus will visit at 1:30

p.m.  Items available will include: jew-
elry, woodcrafts, ceramics, stuffed ani-
mals, homemade dolls, leather goods,
candles, knitted items, country crafts,
Christmas ornaments and decorations,
baskets, etc.   Lunch will be available.
Admission is a donation.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Ogdensburg – The Knights of Columbus
258 Christmas Party will take on a din-
ner-dance format this year.

Date: Dec. 1
Time: Cocktails begin at 5 p.m.; dinner

at 5:45 with dancing from 7 to 11
Place: K of C Hall
Cost: $8 per person or $15 per couple

Features: Fulton Road Band.  All net
proceeds will be split between toys for
tots and PJ’s for Christmas.  

Contact: Reservations for dinner are re-
quired by calling the club rooms at 393-
7990 at 4 p.m.  Open to members, their
guests and the general public

SURVIVOR SUPPORT GROUP
Canton – The Surviving Spouse Friend-
ship and Support Group meets the first
Thursday of the month.

Time: 9 a.m.
Place: Best Western University Inn
Contact: Lita Maroney at 379-1650 for .

FISH FRIES POSTPONED
Ogdensburg – The K of C Council 258’s
Friday Night Fish Fries are suspended
from Nov. 23 until Jan. 11.

NOVENA FOR MILITARY
Ogdensburg - Notre Dame Church is
holding a Weekly novena for the safety
of U.S. military personnel

Date: Tuesday evenings
Time: 6:30 p.m.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Massena – St. Mary’s & St. Joseph’s will
have a Benediction and Adoration every
Friday.

Time: 9 a.m. to Noon
Place: St. Mary’s Family Room (adjacent

to the altar)

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS
Ogdensburg   - St. Mary’s Cathedral holds
a monthly Holy Hour to pray for Voca-
tions.

Date: Thursday before the First Friday
Time: 8 p.m. to 9
Place: Deacon Winter Chapel
Features: Nocturnal Adoration contin-

ues through the night

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY
Massena - St. Mary's Church, Sycamore
St. is holding a special rosary to mark
First Saturday.

Date:   Dec. 1
Time:  3:15  pm
Features: Rosary to Our Lady of Fatima

in reparation to Her Immaculate Heart
and for World Peace, followed by a 15
minute private meditation on the Joyful
Mysteries.  Confessions begin at 2:45 pm
and  the Saturday anticipated Mass is at
4:00 pm.  

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication.

CLINTON

ESSEX

FRANKLIN

JEFFERSON

LEWIS

ST. LAWRENCE
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FOLLOW ME

In his book, Fearfully and
Wonderfully Made, Philip
Yancey provides us with a
good image for today’s cele-
bration based on his per-
sonal experience:
“A certain bridge in
South America con-
sists of interlocking
vines supporting a
precariously swing-
ing platform hun-
dreds of feet above
a river.  I know the
bridge has sup-
ported hundreds of
people over many
years, and as I
stand at the edge of
the chasm I can see
people confidently
crossing the bridge.”  

Yancey continues: “The
engineer in me wants to
weigh all the factors: meas-
ure the stress tolerances of
the vines, test the wood for
termites, survey all the
bridges in the area for one
that might be stronger.  I
could spend a lifetime de-
termining whether the
bridge is fully trustworthy
before I dare to walk on it.
But, eventually, if I really
want to cross, I must take a
step.  When I put my weight
on that bridge and walk
across, even though my
heart is pounding and my
knees are knocking, I am
making a statement—declar-
ing a decision.”

More and more, ours is a
culture that moves solely
within the horizon of believ-
ing only in what we can see
and touch with our own
hands.  But, the world of
calculation and the scien-
tific method is not enough.
You see, if I wait for all the
evidence to be in, for every-
thing to be completely ana-
lyzed and settled, the
mystery of faith solved, I’ll
never move.  Often, I have
had to act on the basis of
the bones of the Catholic
faith, before those bones
were fully formed in me and
before I understood the rea-
son for their existence.
Bone is hard, but it is alive.

If the bones of faith do not
continue to grow, they will
soon become dead skele-
tons.  The Year of Faith in-
vites you and me to do

some spiritual exer-
cises to strengthen
our bones of faith.  

I’m reminded of a
hit song that came
out years ago by Lee
Ann Womack.  In her
song, she challenges
us not to “sit it out”
when it comes to
life.  She sings: “I
hope you’ll dance.”
My sisters and

brothers, with the
Lord of the Dance,
enter the rhythm of a
faith life that grows,

that has a pulse, that’s vi-
brant, that’s alive.  Yes,
“Give faith a fighting
chance.” We just heard St.
Paul tell the Romans:  “How
beautiful are the feet of
those who announce good
news!”  I was intrigued when
I heard some of our native
American friends at the
Tekakwitha Conference in
Albany this summer explain
that as they dance their feet
are caressing Mother Earth.
What a beautiful image.
Faith is not and can never
be a spectator sport.  The
dance is a passionate
prayer.

We, the faithful of the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg are de-
termined to Taste Again for
the First Time the treasures
of our faith and determined,
through the grace of God, to
live lives reflecting what we
believe.  We cannot sit it
out.  We all earnestly desire
to follow Jesus. The Church
of the North Country will
walk, or dance, with you as
we all seek to know God
more deeply, to enter an
even deeper relationship
with Jesus Christ, our Lord
and God.  

Today we have honored
witnesses of faith whose
heroic lives show us how to
enter the dance.  For St. Mar-
ianne Cope, faith was
enough when she decided

to journey to Hawaii, having
no hint of the suffering en-
dured by the mutilated,
odorous leper to whom she
would minister.  She was
wholly absorbed with a de-
sire to serve in a foreign
country half a world away.
She had no idea of the trials
of body and soul in store for
her and her sisters.  For her,
faith was enough.  She
stepped on the gangplank
with her eyes focused on
Christ, her Savior. Through-
out her life, she sought to
safeguard the dignity of the
human person and paid at-
tention to the outcast.  Un-
failing optimism in God’s
love and mercy sustained
her.  St. Marianne Cope pray
for us who lack the courage
to live our faith to the full-
ness, giving ourselves to-
tally to Jesus. 

St. Brother Andre Bessette,
God’s Gatekeeper, always re-
ceived people in distress
without reservation.  Those
of us who have visited St.
Joseph’s Oratory have seen
the crutches hung giving ev-
idence of wholeness re-
stored.  Perhaps we have
been among the pilgrims
kneeling, seeking the heal-
ing for which so many have
journeyed and sought the
intercession of good St.
Joseph.  Now, we turn to the
Miracle Man of Montreal, the
humble porter of the poor,
that through his interces-
sion we might open widely
the door to faith for our-
selves and all.  St. Brother
Andre pray for us who so
often shut the door and turn
away from those who are
hurting, the needy, the vul-
nerable among us.

St. Kateri Tekakwitha
shows us that with the
blending of culture and
faith, the seeds of God’s
word can take root and
flower.  The Lily of the Mo-
hawks, as Blessed John Paul
II reminded us in Toronto at
World Youth Day in 2002, is
“an example of fidelity, a
model of purity and love.”
Native Americans have

known terrible suffering
through the generations.  In
St. Kateri, a woman of
tremendous courage and
profound faith, we have a
heroine who shows us how
an intense love of Christ can
impel us to serve the hurt-
ing in our midst, even in an
environment that rejects
our faith.  

Let’s dance!

This Patroness of ecology
and the environment
teaches us how to love and
respect the created world.
St. Kateri, pray for us who
are blind to the injustices
that surround us. 

My friends, these three
saints, these witnesses of
faith, are front and center
for us this afternoon.  But,
you well know that there are
faces of faith all around us
with deeply moving and in-
spiring stories of faith well-
lived.  As we have now
entered this Year of Faith, I
invite you to tell your story
of faith.  Share with those
around you how God has
touched you and your fam-
ily.  Inspire us with your
story.

Through the diligent work
of Fr. Garry Giroux and his
committee, our Diocese is
offering you, your family
and your parish a broad
range of opportunities to in-
crease your knowledge of
faith, so critical today, espe-
cially through the study of
the documents of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council and the
Catechism of the Catholic
Church.  You might consider
a Holy Year Pilgrimage that
finds you not necessarily
needing to travel outside of
the North Country.  In-
creased celebrations of the
Sacraments of Reconcilia-
tion, and the Eucharist as
well as parish mission par-
ticipation are important av-
enues for you to Taste Again
for the First Time what a
tremendous treasure we
have inherited by virtue of
our baptism.  I truly hope

that, as a family, you enter
this year with a renewed de-
termination to strengthen
your relationship with Jesus
Christ and His Mystical
Body, the Church.  Spend
some time with the words
of the Creed we pray each
Sunday.  Pray it with re-
newed meaning and convic-
tion.  Again, pray it together
as a family.

Please make a point of
joining me in thanking
those individuals and
groups who have been in-
strumental in making this
celebration of faith so beau-
tiful and inspiring:  I wish,
again to thank Sr. Kateri for
trekking here to Ogdens-
burg and for her inspiring
reflection.  I wish also to
note the St. Regis Mohawk
family that has joined and
led us in beautiful song and
praise.  Thank you, Sr. Kath-
leen and the Sisters of St.
Francis for joining our cele-
bration of faith.  We are
grateful to our friends north
of the border who have
joined us in tribute to St.
Brother Andre.  We are
grateful to Ernie Hadley, Fr.
Scott Seymour and our mu-
sicians, to Fr. Lucia and our
Department of Worship, Sr.
Eamon and Marika Donders
for their leadership from the
Department of Evangeliza-
tion, our diocesan staff for
their support, and to Fr.
Morgan and his cathedral
staff who always do such a
wonderful job in putting out
the welcome mat and sup-
porting our diocesan cele-
brations here at St. Mary’s
Cathedral.

My sisters and brothers,
Catholicism does not offer
escape from problems, it of-
fers a life in which chal-
lenges are met.  Catholicism
does not instill a desire to
abandon the world.  No, it
instills a desire and courage
to win the world for Christ.
There is no room for
naysayers.  We are can-
doer’s!  We will not sit it out.
Let Jesus take the lead and
we will follow.  Let’s dance!

Bishop
Terry R.
LaValley

‘Today we honor witnesses of faith’
Bishop LaValley’s remarks at the Nov. 18 celebration opening  the Year of Faith
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

The saintly Archbishop
Fulton J. Sheen once
pointed out that
the first word of
Jesus to His follow-
ers was “Come”,
while the last word
was “Go”.  

How appropriate
for the beginning
of the Advent sea-
son in this new
Year of Grace!    

The Church cries
to us “Come, let us
climb the mountain
of the Lord”, and we
respond, “Come,
Lord Jesus, and set us free”.  

The sacred liturgy of our

Church provides a shape
and form for our life’s jour-

ney from darkness
of doubt to the light
of Truth.   

The Incarnation of
the Word into
human flesh which
we celebrate at the
end of these four
weeks will hopefully
be born also in our
flesh.  This is the
whole purpose of

the Advent liturgy—
to make us strong
enough to act upon
the final command of

Jesus, “Go and preach the
Good News to all the na-

tions…”.  The first reading
today comes from the
prophet Jeremiah  “The days
are coming, says the Lord,
when I will fulfill the prom-
ise I made to the house of
Israel and Judah…I will raise
up for David a just shoot”. 

That “just shoot”, from
David’s line, is Jesus, the
Messiah, who will appear
some six hundred years
after this prophecy.

The Gospel for this Sun-
day is always about Jesus’
own vision of the end times,
the final days.  

He is speaking to His dis-
ciples just a few days before
his passion, death, and res-

urrection. 
He foretells the destruc-

tion of the whole universe
and of his own coming in
power and majesty.  “Be vig-
ilant at all times and pray
that you have the strength
to escape the tribulations
that are imminent and to

stand before the Son of
Man”.  The vision is as valid
for us today as for those
who hear the Master’s
words.  

We must prepare by
penance, almsgiving, and
prayer for that final day.,
This Sunday’s second read-
ing from St. Paul to the
Thessalonians gives advice
to the early Christians –be
disciplined and alert! 

As we prepare for Christ-
mas in this special Year of
Grace, we need to become
effective Christ-bearers to
so many around us who see
only the tinsel and the trap-
pings surrounding the feast.    

Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

The First Sunday of Advent
READINGS

Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2

Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

Dec. 2

CONSIDER THIS

Prepare the Way of the Lord... Advent begins

By Stephen Kent
Catholic News Service

For a director of central
intelligence, it demon-
strated an astounding lack
of common sense. 

As the reputation of re-
tired four-star general David
Petraeus continues to shat-
ter under revelations of
adultery and poor judg-
ment, we are left with sev-
eral things to ponder. 

Petraeus, as anyone with
access to any communica-
tions device now knows,
abruptly resigned as direc-
tor of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency admitting he
had an extramarital affair
with Paula Broadwell, the
author his biography. The
admission and resignation
came after the FBI began
monitoring Petraeus' email
as part of another investiga-
tion. 

Perhaps a four-star gen-
eral who doesn't realize
there is no guarantee of pri-
vacy of email correspon-
dence was not the best
candidate to be director of
the nation's intelligence
agency. 

In the torrent of news cov-
erage that followed, it was

interesting how many times
Petraeus was identified as
"revered," "most celebrated
general of his era." He is not
the first celebrity general to
suffer hubris (think George
Armstrong Custer). 

Petraeus' feet of clay walk
in the footsteps of many
others who demonstrated
similar failure of marital fi-
delity: Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt, Dwight D.
Eisenhower, John F.
Kennedy and Bill Clinton --
all admired presidents of
the United States. 

And "heroes" of athletics:
Tiger Woods, golf, adultery;
Mark McGwire, baseball,
drugs; Lance Armstrong, cy-
cling, drugs, allegedly.
Names from the entertain-
ment industry could fill a
telephone directory. 

The point is not to point
fingers at these individuals
but instead to suggest that,
as a society, we make poor
choices when it comes to
naming heroes. We have im-

perfect selection standards. 
Paid entertainers and pro-

fessional athletes are not
popular for their heroic
qualities. 

"Hero" is used much too
frequently so as to devalue
its true meaning. A fireman
who enters a burning build-
ing is certainly courageous,
but that is his duty, what he
signed up for. Heroism, as
the citation for Medal of
Honor says, is going beyond
the call of duty. Likewise,
every person now in the
military who performs his
or her job competently and
goes where duty calls is not
a hero. 

They are doing their duty,
the vast majority not hero-
ically. 

Just as "hero" is misused
so often, the too often mis-

used word "tragedy" is ex-
actly on target in the Pe-
traeus situation: the
protagonist whose fatal flaw
results in a rapid fall from
the top. 

The essential virtue in
heroism is selflessness --
subordinating wants, needs,
even life, for another. 

In unfortunate timing, the
Newsweek magazine edition
on the stands when the Pe-
traeus news broke was titled
"The Heroes Issue." It in-
cluded articles on heroes,
the majority of them in the
military. In a stroke of irony,
the final page in the maga-
zine was an article titled
"Petraeus' Rules for Living,"
the author none other than
Paula Broadwell. Among the
12 points, this is his Rule
No. 5: 

"We all will make mis-
takes. The key is to recog-
nize them and admit them,
to learn from them and to
take off the rearview mir-
rors -- drive on and avoid
making them again." That
sounds a lot like a firm pur-
pose of amendment even if
lacking contrition. 

Selflessness is a virtue de-
serving of more recognition.
If heroism is defined as con-
spicuous selflessness, then
this country is filled with
heroes: from those dedicat-
ing their lives to caring for
relatives with Alzheimer's
disease to parents whose
time and energy is devoted
to their children above and
beyond the call of duty. 

The call of duty is not the
highest barrier to be met for
heroism. It is lack of self. 

We Americans choose our heroes poorly 
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By Suzanne Pietropaoli
Staff Writer

OGDENSBURG - They came from
all across the diocese to cel-
ebrate the opening of the
Year of Faith, and celebrate
they did!  

Voices soared and organ
and brass resounded Nov. 18
as a capacity crowd filled St.
Mary’s Cathedral  for a
unique prayer service, “Wit-
nesses of Faith.”

As the event began, many
priests and deacons joined
Bishop Terry LaValley in pro-
cessing  to the sanctuary,
where Bishop LaValley
warmly welcomed those
gathered for the afternoon
service.  

The focus then shifted to
three recently canonized
saints - witnesses of faith -
with local/regional connec-
tions:  Mohawk Saint Kateri
Tekakwitha,   St. Marianne
Cope of Syracuse and Saint
Andre Bessette of Montreal .

St. Kateri Tekakwitha
Louise Cook of Akwesasne

related the story of St. Kateri
Tekakwitha.

Born the daughter of a Mo-
hawk chief near present-day
Auriesville, NY, in 1656, Ka-
teri lost her parents to small-
pox when she was four years
old; she herself bore the
marks of the disease for the
rest of her life.  

In her teens, Kateri em-
braced the Catholic faith and
was baptized at age 20.  Per-
secuted for her beliefs, she
left for a Christian enclave
near Montreal, bringing with
her a letter of introduction
from the Jesuit priest who
had instructed and baptized
her. 

The letter read: “I send you
a treasure.  Guard it well.” 

In her new home, Kateri
continued to grow  in prayer
and devotion, and in loving
service to those  around her. 

When she died at age 24,
her last words were: “Jesus, I
love you.” 

Since then , Kateri has been
venerated by her fellow-Mo-
hawks, who have sought her
intercession for centuries.  

On October 21, 2012, Ka-
teri Tekakwitha - Lily of the
Mohawks - was declared a
saint of the universal
Church.

St. Marianne Cope
Franciscan Sister Kathleen

Murphy of Buffalo, former
superintendent of schools
for the Diocese of Ogdens-
burg, represented St. Mari-
anne Cope’s Sisters of St.
Francis Community as she
read the biography of that
saint.

Born in Germany in 1838,
Barbara Koob (Cope) was one
of ten children; her family
emigrated to Utica NY the
next year.  

She was 24 when she en-
tered the Sisters of St. Francis
in Syracuse and,  as  Sister
Marianne, her career in-
cluded  the fields of educa-
tion, nursing, and
administration and would
stretch from Syracuse to
present –day Hawaii.  

Faith and trust in God mo-
tivated this intrepid woman,
whose compassion and intel-
ligence influenced her hospi-
tals in innovative ways:   she
insisted that hospital work-
ers wash their hands before
attending patients, and she
accepted and treated all
comers, without regard for
payment. St. Joseph’s Hospi-

tal in Syracuse and St. Eliza-
beth’s Hospital in Utica are
part of her legacy.  

At age 39, Sister Marianne
was elected Mother Superior
of her order, and before long
she received and responded
to a request for sisters to
serve in Hawaii, with special
care for patients suffering
with leprosy. 

In Hawaii, where she met
and befriended St. Damien
deVuyster, Mother Marianne
administered hospitals for
the sufferers and schools for
their children.  There her
cheerfulness, kindness, and
unflagging cleanliness
brought new hope and com-
fort to many.

Using commonsense pre-
caution against the spread of
disease, Mother Marianne re-
mained healthy until her
death, at age 80, from natu-
ral causes; she had been in
Hawaii for 35 years.

Known as “Beloved mother
of the outcasts,” St. Marianne
Cope was canonized on Oc-
tober 21, 2012.

St. Andre Bessette
The story of Saint Andre

Bessette, the” Wonder Man of
Mount Royal,” was read by
Ursula Akey of AuSable

Forks.   
Born in 1845 in Mont St.

Gregoire, Quebec, Alfred Bes-
sette was so weak at birth
that he was not expected to
survive.  Born into poverty,
and orphaned by age 12, the
boy moved from place to
place and did any available
work, eventually finding his
way to U.S. textile mills. 

In 1870, he entered the
novitiate of the Order of the
Holy Cross in Montreal and
became porter at Notre Dame
College. Assigned  many me-
nial tasks, he grew in grace
and soon people came to the
college to ask his help and
his prayers.  

For many decades he did
his work, welcomed the poor
and needy, and often spent
evenings visiting the sick;
many were healed.  

His faith in God was un-
shakeable, and St. Joseph
was an  unfailing intercessor
as he prayed for the needs of
thousands of people each
year. “I am nothing but a tool
in the hand of Providence,”
Brother Andre often re-
minded those who turned to
him.  

His faith and determina-
tion were behind the con-
struction of Montreal’s famed
St. Joseph’s Oratory, a place
of pilgrimage where one can
still see the crutches and
other aids left behind by
people who have found
cures there. When this unas-
suming man died at the age
of 91 in 1937, one million
people paid their respects. 

Saint Andre Bessette was
canonized in 2010. 

The celebration continues
These biographies were

followed by a Litany of the
Saints, accompanied by cere-
monial drumming provided
by Mohawk drummers. 

At the same time, images,
pictures and relics of the
three saints were carried to
the front of the Cathedral.
The Mohawk drum beat and
dancers led into the “Prayer
of the Four Directions,” with
its response of “We praise
and thank you, Creator God.”

The Mohawk Choir from
Akwesasne then sang in
honor of St. Kateri, as they
had done at her canonization
ceremony.  

Prayer, Scripture readings,
and songs were followed by
a moving reflection given by
St. Anne Sister Kateri
Mitchell, a native of Hogans-
burg who is long-time Direc-
tor of the National
Tekakwitha Conference in
Great Falls, Montana.    

Accompanying her words
with a quiet drumbeat, Sr. Ka-
teri reminded her listeners
that “From age to age, the
drumbeat goes on.  We be-
long to a loving God, to a God
who shares life with us…
Today we gather to honor
one of our own, born on this
land of North America. Yes,
as a young woman she was
called by a God who loved
her and gave her the strength
and courage to be able to
walk a sacred path.  Why?
Because she loved.

“Today we share that love
every time we say, ‘I forgive
you,‘“she said. “We share that
love every time we walk with
someone who lies on a
sickbed, with someone who
needs healing, with someone
who is hurting—spiritually,
physically, mentally or emo-
tionally.  

“Kateri  is a model for us
today,” Sister Kateri said.
“She reminds us to be pres-
ent to  one another, to pray
for one another, to share the
gift of faith in Jesus Christ
that was given to us in Bap-
tism.”  

“Witnesses of Faith” con-
cluded with Bishop LaValley’s
stirring call to full participa-
tion in the Year of Faith.
[These remarks may be read
in his “Follow Me”  column on
page 3 in this week’s NCC.] 

“Faith is not and never can
be a spectator sport,” he said
as he encouraged all present
to seek a deeper relationship
with Jesus Christ and to
share their faith with others.

“We will not sit it out,”
Bishop LaValley said. “Let
Jesus take the lead and we
will follow.  Let’s dance!”  

A day to celebrate faith and saints
Capacity crowd fills St. Mary’s Cathedral for Witnesses of Faith prayer service

PHOTO BY BETTY STEELE
Bishop LaValley calls for full participation
in the Year of Faith during his remarks at
the Nov. 18 Witnesses of Faith prayer
service at St. Mary’s Cathedral.
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WITNESSES
OF FAITH

Hundreds fill St. Mary’s Cathedral for Nov. 18 prayer service

DIOCESE OPENS LOCAL OBSERVANCE OF THE YEAR OF FAITH

St. Joseph Sister Mary Christine Taylor
who has ministered on the Akwesasne
Reservation for decades read from the
scriptures.

At the conclusion of the service, many participants prayed before the relics. Knight
John Miner of Saranac Lake was part of the honor guard.

PHOTOS BY BETTY STEELE
Local artists Mary Ellen Schavelier and Barbara Boyle created replicas of St. Marianne Cope, St. Kateri Tekakwitha and St. Brother
Andre Bessette, three saints from the region who were honored during the Witnesses of Faith prayer service

The program featured a Native Call to Worship led by Mohawk dancers from Akwe-
sasne.

The view from the cathedral choir loft shows the capacity crowd as well as the special
banners created by each deanery of the diocese.

Flowers, pictures and relics of each of the saints were placed along the cathedral’s altar
rail. Franciscan Sister Kathleen Murphy is shown placing a relic of St. Marianne Cope.

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Shortly after
announcing he was creating
six new cardinals, Pope Bene-
dict XVI said he was doing so
to show that "the church is a
church of all peoples, (and)
speaks in all languages." 

Pope created six new
cardinals on Saturday

The six new "princes of the
church" hail from six differ-
ent countries in North Amer-
ica, Latin America, Africa and
Asia, and represent both the
Latin-rite of the Catholic
Church as well as two of the
Eastern Catholic Churches. 

Inducting them into the
College of Cardinals Nov. 24,
Pope Benedict brought up to
120 the number of cardinal-
electors -- those under the
age of 80 and eligible to vote
in a conclave to elect a new
pope. 

With the exception of the
Catholic newspaper
Avvenire, the headlines in
Italian newspapers the morn-
ing after Pope Benedict an-
nounced the new cardinals
all pointed out the absence
of new Italian or new Euro-
pean cardinals. 

Painting the pope's move
as drastic and trying to make
sense of it, Il Foglio and sev-

eral other papers jumped to
the conclusion that the pope
deliberately excluded Italians
because of the "VatiLeaks"
scandal. 

The scandal saw the publi-
cation of private Vatican and
papal correspondence, much
of it painting a picture of ca-
reerism and corruption in
the Vatican, mostly involving
Italian curial officials and
bishops. 

Il Foglio's headline was: "A
consistory to lead the church
out of its Roman misgover-
nance." 

The new cardinals will
make up only 5 percent of
the electors in the College of
Cardinals, but they shift the
continental balance, even if
just slightly. 

The percentage of Euro-
pean electors dropped from
almost 55 percent Nov. 16 to
just over 51 percent Nov. 24;
the figure contrasts sharply
with the fact that, according
to Vatican statistics, less than
24 percent of the world's
Catholics live in Europe. 

The new consistory
brought the percentage of
Asian electors from 7 per-
cent to 9 percent. Catholics
in Asia account for just over
10 percent of the worldwide
Catholic population. 

Naming two prelates in
their 50s to the college lo-
ered the average age of the
cardinal-electors; as of Nov.
16 the electors' average age

was just over 72. 
The six new cardinals who

received their red hats and
cardinal rings are: U.S. Arch-
bishop James M. Harvey, 63,
prefect of the papal house-
hold; Lebanon's Maronite Pa-
triarch Bechara Rai, 72;
Indian Archbishop Baselios
Cleemis Thottunkal, 53, head
of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church; Nigerian
Archbishop John Olorunfemi
Onaiyekan of Abuja, 68;
Colombian Archbishop
Ruben Salazar Gomez of Bo-
gota, 70; and Philippine
Archbishop Luis Tagle of
Manila, 55. 

When Pope Benedict cre-
ated 22 cardinals in Febru-
ary, 16 of them were
Europeans. 

Obviously, the pope does
not make his choice based
on geography first of all.
Most of the cardinals hold
positions that by Vatican
norms or by ancient tradition
are held by cardinals. 

Given the large number of
Italians heading Vatican of-
fices and the numerous Ital-
ian archdioceses
traditionally led by cardinals,
the Italians would have a nu-
merically powerful bloc of
votes in a conclave to elect a
new pope. 

In fact, the Italians still will
have 28 voters, 20 of whom
were created cardinals by
Pope Benedict. 

With the exception of Eu-
rope, no single continent has
the number of electors Italy
has; Latin America comes
closest with 21 electors. 

A greater variety of na-
tions, languages, spiritual
and liturgical traditions in
the College of Cardinals ob-
viously means a more
"catholic" group of partici-
pants in the cardinals' most
solemn responsibility: elect-
ing a new pope. 

But the variety also has a
very real impact on the
Roman Curia because each
cardinal becomes a member
of one or more Vatican con-
gregations or councils, bring-
ing his experience to bear on
decisions that impact the
universal church. 
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Pope: health is universal good to be defended, not commoditized
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Good health is a benefit that needs to be defended and
guaranteed for all people, not just for those who can afford it, Pope Benedict XVI
told hundreds of health care workers. The new evangelization is needed in the
health field, especially during the current economic crisis "that is cutting re-
sources for safeguarding health," he said Nov. 17, addressing participants at a
conference sponsored by the Pontifical Council for Health Care Ministry. Hospi-
tals and other facilities "must rethink their particular role in order to avoid hav-
ing health become a simple 'commodity,' subordinate to the laws of the market,
and, therefore, a good reserved to a few, rather than a universal good to be guar-
anteed and defended," he said.

Irish bishops reiterate teaching on right to life of mother, child 
DUBLIN (CNS) -- Expressing anguish and sorrow over the death of a pregnant
woman in an Irish hospital, the country's Catholic bishops said that pregnant
women must receive all treatment to save their lives, even if it results in the un-
intended death of an unborn child. The statement Nov. 19 came three weeks
after the deaths of Savita Halappanavar, 31, who died after a miscarriage, and
her unborn child. Halappanavar died after hospital medical staff determined
they could not end the child's life because they could detect a fetal heart beat,
even as the woman's husband, Praveen, urged them to save his wife's life. Ha-
lappanaver's death Oct. 28 at University Hospital Galway has led to an outpour-
ing of public anger. Thousands of people have taken to the streets calling for the
country's constitutional ban on abortion to be overturned. In its statement, the
Standing Committee of the Irish Catholic Bishops' Conference described the case
as "a devastating personal tragedy" for the Halappanavar family and acknowl-
edged that the circumstances of her death had "stunned our country." The bish-
ops' statement sought to clarify church teaching on the need for medical
intervention to save the life of a mother.  The bishops insisted that the Catholic
Church has never taught that the life of a child in the womb should be preferred
to that of a mother. 

New social media tools can help tell age-old Gospel story
UNIONDALE, N.Y. (CNS) -- Modern social media tools can make the centuries-old
Gospel message new again for Catholics as they renew their faith and for those
who have been baptized but have never embraced the faith. That was the view
of a group of workshop presenters, most of them Catholic bloggers, who exam-
ined the role of the new media efforts to proclaim the Gospel anew in various
sessions during the conference of the Society of Catholic Social Scientists. Hun-
dreds of participants and scores of scholars, activists and others gathered re-
cently in the Diocese of Rockville Centre for the conference, which marked the
society's 20th anniversary. Workshops and talks addressed everything from poli-
tics to labor and economics, art, literature, and film, law and crime, and theology.
Proclaimed by Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI, the new evangelization
was considered at several workshops, including one titled "And God said
'Tweet." Presenters said the new evangelization is not new in its content -- the
Gospel -- but using modern methods of communication can reach many who
have heard the Gospel and even been baptized and catechized but who have not
embraced it. 

Consistory expanded variety
in the College of Cardinals 
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Nov. 28 – 11 a.m.,Hamilton-
Herkimer Deanery meeting with
priests at St. Mary's Church in Indian
Lake

Nov. 29 – 1 p.m., Jefferson Deanery
meeting with priests at Our Lady of
Sacred Heart Church in Watertown

Nov. 30 – 11 a.m., Memorial Mass
for Msgr. Bernard Christman at St.
Bernard’s Church, Lyon Mountain; 7
p.m., Canon law class for deacon
candidates at Wadhams Hall in Og-
densburg 

Dec. 1 – 10:30 a.m., Diocesan Pas-
toral Council meeting at St. Ed-
mund's Church in Ellenburg

Dec. 2 – 8 a.m., Mass at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Dec. 3 – 10:30 a.m., St. Lawrence
Deanery meeting with Priests at St.
Patrick's Church in Colton; 7:15 p.m.,
Novena and Mass at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Dec. 4 – 10 a.m., Diocesan Depart-
ment Heads meeting at Wadhams
Hall in Ogdensburg

Bishop’s Schedule

This week marks the anniversary
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served in
the Diocese of Ogdensburg

Nov. 28 – Rev. Edward Gabriel Brice,
1929
Nov. 29 – Msgr. Michael Kelly, 1957;
Rev. Peter A. Ward, 1984
Dec. 1 – Rev. Charles Goulet, 1913;
Rev. George J. Bouchard, 1967
Dec. 2 – Rev. Charles Desrosiers,
1944; Rev. Joseph A. R. Cote, 1969;
Rev. Joseph Fortier, M.S.C., 1970
Dec. 3 – Rev. Michael O’Neill, 1899;
Msgr. Walter Funcke, 1958
Dec. 4 – Msgr. James Mackey, 1883;
Rev. Alexis D. Medeville, O.M.I, 1884;
Rev. Albert Chevalier, 
O.M.I, 1948; Msgr. Joseph Patrick
Heslin, 1962; Rev. Charles A. Fla-
herty, 1974

Rest in Peace

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults. Pre-regis-
tration online is required in order to
participate.  Participants may pre-
register at www.virtus.org by se-
lecting the registration button and
following the directions.  All em-
ployees and volunteers who partici-
pate in church sponsored activities
with minor are required to partici-
pate in this training.  Further infor-
mation is available from Atonement
Sister Ellen Donahue, 315-393-
2920, ext. 403.  
Upcoming programs:
Dec. 4 -  6 p.m. St. James School,
Gouverneur
Jan. 24 - 7:30 p.m., SUNY Potsdam

Protecting God’s Children

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan
clergy, religious, employees or volun-
teers, contact the Episcopal Vicar for
Religious Rev, James Seymour at
315-393-2920 or the Victims Assis-
tance Coordinator, Terrianne Yan-
ulavich,Adult & Youth Counseling
Services of Northern New York, PO
Box 2446,  Plattsburgh, NY, 12901;  e-
mail:  aycsnn@yahoo.com;    Phone:
518-569-0612;    Fax:  518-425-0401

To Report Abuse

First virtual tour of St. Peter’s Basilica
to be held Dec. 6 at SSH Motherhouse

WATERTOWN - The first of four
virtual tours of St. Peter’s
Basilica will be held Dec. 6 at
7 p.m. at the Sisters of St.
Joseph Motherhouse.

The programs are spon-
sored as part of the diocesan
observance of the Year of
Faith.

Father Bryan Stitt, diocesan

vocation director and mem-
ber of the Year of Faith com-
mittee, said. “St. Peter’s is the
world’s largest Catholic
Church and one that will
truly connect participants to
the Rock of our Faith. 

“This ‘virtual tour’ is of-
fered as part of the Year of
Faith to help people taste

again for the first time the
joy of pilgrimage,” he said.

Father Stitt served as a tour
guide at St. Peter’s from 1999
to 2001 while he was a semi-
narian in Rome.

Virtual tours will also be
held Dec. 11 at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Ogdensburg,
Dec. 13 at St. Peter’s in Platts-

burgh and Feb. 21 at St.
Joseph’s in Malone.

A full schedule of Year of
Faith opportunities in the
diocese will be published in
the Dec. 5 issue of the North
Country Catholic. 

Further information about
the virtual tours is available
by calling 518-593-6044.
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Nov. 28 – 11 a.m.,Hamilton-
Herkimer Deanery meeting with
priests at St. Mary's Church in Indian
Lake

Nov. 29 – 1 p.m., Jefferson Deanery
meeting with priests at Our Lady of
Sacred Heart Church in Watertown

Nov. 30 – 11 a.m., Memorial Mass
for Msgr. Bernard Christman at St.
Bernard’s Church, Lyon Mountain; 7
p.m., Canon law class for deacon
candidates at Wadhams Hall in Og-
densburg 

Dec. 1 – 10:30 a.m., Diocesan Pas-
toral Council meeting at St. Ed-
mund's Church in Ellenburg

Dec. 2 – 8 a.m., Mass at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Dec. 3 – 10:30 a.m., St. Lawrence
Deanery meeting with Priests at St.
Patrick's Church in Colton; 7:15 p.m.,
Novena and Mass at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Ogdensburg

Dec. 4 – 10 a.m., Diocesan Depart-
ment Heads meeting at Wadhams
Hall in Ogdensburg

Bishop’s Schedule

This week marks the anniversary
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen men who have served in
the Diocese of Ogdensburg

Nov. 28 – Rev. Edward Gabriel Brice,
1929
Nov. 29 – Msgr. Michael Kelly, 1957;
Rev. Peter A. Ward, 1984
Dec. 1 – Rev. Charles Goulet, 1913;
Rev. George J. Bouchard, 1967
Dec. 2 – Rev. Charles Desrosiers,
1944; Rev. Joseph A. R. Cote, 1969;
Rev. Joseph Fortier, M.S.C., 1970
Dec. 3 – Rev. Michael O’Neill, 1899;
Msgr. Walter Funcke, 1958
Dec. 4 – Msgr. James Mackey, 1883;
Rev. Alexis D. Medeville, O.M.I, 1884;
Rev. Albert Chevalier, 
O.M.I, 1948; Msgr. Joseph Patrick
Heslin, 1962; Rev. Charles A. Fla-
herty, 1974

Rest in Peace

The Diocese of Ogdensburg has
scheduled sessions for Protecting
God's Children for Adults. Pre-regis-
tration online is required in order to
participate.  Participants may pre-
register at www.virtus.org by se-
lecting the registration button and
following the directions.  All em-
ployees and volunteers who partici-
pate in church sponsored activities
with minor are required to partici-
pate in this training.  Further infor-
mation is available from Atonement
Sister Ellen Donahue, 315-393-
2920, ext. 403.  
Upcoming programs:
Dec. 4 -  6 p.m. St. James School,
Gouverneur
Jan. 24 - 7:30 p.m., SUNY Potsdam

Protecting God’s Children

If you have a complaint of suspected
misconduct involving diocesan
clergy, religious, employees or volun-
teers, contact the Episcopal Vicar for
Religious Rev, James Seymour at
315-393-2920 or the Victims Assis-
tance Coordinator, Terrianne Yan-
ulavich,Adult & Youth Counseling
Services of Northern New York, PO
Box 2446,  Plattsburgh, NY, 12901;  e-
mail:  aycsnn@yahoo.com;    Phone:
518-569-0612;    Fax:  518-425-0401

To Report Abuse

First virtual tour of St. Peter’s Basilica
to be held Dec. 6 at SSH Motherhouse

WATERTOWN - The first of four
virtual tours of St. Peter’s
Basilica will be held Dec. 6 at
7 p.m. at the Sisters of St.
Joseph Motherhouse.

The programs are spon-
sored as part of the diocesan
observance of the Year of
Faith.

Father Bryan Stitt, diocesan

vocation director and mem-
ber of the Year of Faith com-
mittee, said. “St. Peter’s is the
world’s largest Catholic
Church and one that will
truly connect participants to
the Rock of our Faith. 

“This ‘virtual tour’ is of-
fered as part of the Year of
Faith to help people taste

again for the first time the
joy of pilgrimage,” he said.

Father Stitt served as a tour
guide at St. Peter’s from 1999
to 2001 while he was a semi-
narian in Rome.

Virtual tours will also be
held Dec. 11 at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Ogdensburg,
Dec. 13 at St. Peter’s in Platts-

burgh and Feb. 21 at St.
Joseph’s in Malone.

A full schedule of Year of
Faith opportunities in the
diocese will be published in
the Dec. 5 issue of the North
Country Catholic. 

Further information about
the virtual tours is available
by calling 518-593-6044.
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WITNESSES
OF FAITH

Hundreds fill St. Mary’s Cathedral for Nov. 18 prayer service

DIOCESE OPENS LOCAL OBSERVANCE OF THE YEAR OF FAITH

St. Joseph Sister Mary Christine Taylor
who has ministered on the Akwesasne
Reservation for decades read from the
scriptures.

At the conclusion of the service, many participants prayed before the relics. Knight
John Miner of Saranac Lake was part of the honor guard.

PHOTOS BY BETTY STEELE
Local artists Mary Ellen Schavelier and Barbara Boyle created replicas of St. Marianne Cope, St. Kateri Tekakwitha and St. Brother
Andre Bessette, three saints from the region who were honored during the Witnesses of Faith prayer service

The program featured a Native Call to Worship led by Mohawk dancers from Akwe-
sasne.

The view from the cathedral choir loft shows the capacity crowd as well as the special
banners created by each deanery of the diocese.

Flowers, pictures and relics of each of the saints were placed along the cathedral’s altar
rail. Franciscan Sister Kathleen Murphy is shown placing a relic of St. Marianne Cope.

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) - Shortly after
announcing he was creating
six new cardinals, Pope Bene-
dict XVI said he was doing so
to show that "the church is a
church of all peoples, (and)
speaks in all languages." 

Pope created six new
cardinals on Saturday

The six new "princes of the
church" hail from six differ-
ent countries in North Amer-
ica, Latin America, Africa and
Asia, and represent both the
Latin-rite of the Catholic
Church as well as two of the
Eastern Catholic Churches. 

Inducting them into the
College of Cardinals Nov. 24,
Pope Benedict brought up to
120 the number of cardinal-
electors -- those under the
age of 80 and eligible to vote
in a conclave to elect a new
pope. 

With the exception of the
Catholic newspaper
Avvenire, the headlines in
Italian newspapers the morn-
ing after Pope Benedict an-
nounced the new cardinals
all pointed out the absence
of new Italian or new Euro-
pean cardinals. 

Painting the pope's move
as drastic and trying to make
sense of it, Il Foglio and sev-

eral other papers jumped to
the conclusion that the pope
deliberately excluded Italians
because of the "VatiLeaks"
scandal. 

The scandal saw the publi-
cation of private Vatican and
papal correspondence, much
of it painting a picture of ca-
reerism and corruption in
the Vatican, mostly involving
Italian curial officials and
bishops. 

Il Foglio's headline was: "A
consistory to lead the church
out of its Roman misgover-
nance." 

The new cardinals will
make up only 5 percent of
the electors in the College of
Cardinals, but they shift the
continental balance, even if
just slightly. 

The percentage of Euro-
pean electors dropped from
almost 55 percent Nov. 16 to
just over 51 percent Nov. 24;
the figure contrasts sharply
with the fact that, according
to Vatican statistics, less than
24 percent of the world's
Catholics live in Europe. 

The new consistory
brought the percentage of
Asian electors from 7 per-
cent to 9 percent. Catholics
in Asia account for just over
10 percent of the worldwide
Catholic population. 

Naming two prelates in
their 50s to the college lo-
ered the average age of the
cardinal-electors; as of Nov.
16 the electors' average age

was just over 72. 
The six new cardinals who

received their red hats and
cardinal rings are: U.S. Arch-
bishop James M. Harvey, 63,
prefect of the papal house-
hold; Lebanon's Maronite Pa-
triarch Bechara Rai, 72;
Indian Archbishop Baselios
Cleemis Thottunkal, 53, head
of the Syro-Malankara
Catholic Church; Nigerian
Archbishop John Olorunfemi
Onaiyekan of Abuja, 68;
Colombian Archbishop
Ruben Salazar Gomez of Bo-
gota, 70; and Philippine
Archbishop Luis Tagle of
Manila, 55. 

When Pope Benedict cre-
ated 22 cardinals in Febru-
ary, 16 of them were
Europeans. 

Obviously, the pope does
not make his choice based
on geography first of all.
Most of the cardinals hold
positions that by Vatican
norms or by ancient tradition
are held by cardinals. 

Given the large number of
Italians heading Vatican of-
fices and the numerous Ital-
ian archdioceses
traditionally led by cardinals,
the Italians would have a nu-
merically powerful bloc of
votes in a conclave to elect a
new pope. 

In fact, the Italians still will
have 28 voters, 20 of whom
were created cardinals by
Pope Benedict. 

With the exception of Eu-
rope, no single continent has
the number of electors Italy
has; Latin America comes
closest with 21 electors. 

A greater variety of na-
tions, languages, spiritual
and liturgical traditions in
the College of Cardinals ob-
viously means a more
"catholic" group of partici-
pants in the cardinals' most
solemn responsibility: elect-
ing a new pope. 

But the variety also has a
very real impact on the
Roman Curia because each
cardinal becomes a member
of one or more Vatican con-
gregations or councils, bring-
ing his experience to bear on
decisions that impact the
universal church. 
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Pope: health is universal good to be defended, not commoditized
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Good health is a benefit that needs to be defended and
guaranteed for all people, not just for those who can afford it, Pope Benedict XVI
told hundreds of health care workers. The new evangelization is needed in the
health field, especially during the current economic crisis "that is cutting re-
sources for safeguarding health," he said Nov. 17, addressing participants at a
conference sponsored by the Pontifical Council for Health Care Ministry. Hospi-
tals and other facilities "must rethink their particular role in order to avoid hav-
ing health become a simple 'commodity,' subordinate to the laws of the market,
and, therefore, a good reserved to a few, rather than a universal good to be guar-
anteed and defended," he said.

Irish bishops reiterate teaching on right to life of mother, child 
DUBLIN (CNS) -- Expressing anguish and sorrow over the death of a pregnant
woman in an Irish hospital, the country's Catholic bishops said that pregnant
women must receive all treatment to save their lives, even if it results in the un-
intended death of an unborn child. The statement Nov. 19 came three weeks
after the deaths of Savita Halappanavar, 31, who died after a miscarriage, and
her unborn child. Halappanavar died after hospital medical staff determined
they could not end the child's life because they could detect a fetal heart beat,
even as the woman's husband, Praveen, urged them to save his wife's life. Ha-
lappanaver's death Oct. 28 at University Hospital Galway has led to an outpour-
ing of public anger. Thousands of people have taken to the streets calling for the
country's constitutional ban on abortion to be overturned. In its statement, the
Standing Committee of the Irish Catholic Bishops' Conference described the case
as "a devastating personal tragedy" for the Halappanavar family and acknowl-
edged that the circumstances of her death had "stunned our country." The bish-
ops' statement sought to clarify church teaching on the need for medical
intervention to save the life of a mother.  The bishops insisted that the Catholic
Church has never taught that the life of a child in the womb should be preferred
to that of a mother. 

New social media tools can help tell age-old Gospel story
UNIONDALE, N.Y. (CNS) -- Modern social media tools can make the centuries-old
Gospel message new again for Catholics as they renew their faith and for those
who have been baptized but have never embraced the faith. That was the view
of a group of workshop presenters, most of them Catholic bloggers, who exam-
ined the role of the new media efforts to proclaim the Gospel anew in various
sessions during the conference of the Society of Catholic Social Scientists. Hun-
dreds of participants and scores of scholars, activists and others gathered re-
cently in the Diocese of Rockville Centre for the conference, which marked the
society's 20th anniversary. Workshops and talks addressed everything from poli-
tics to labor and economics, art, literature, and film, law and crime, and theology.
Proclaimed by Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI, the new evangelization
was considered at several workshops, including one titled "And God said
'Tweet." Presenters said the new evangelization is not new in its content -- the
Gospel -- but using modern methods of communication can reach many who
have heard the Gospel and even been baptized and catechized but who have not
embraced it. 

Consistory expanded variety
in the College of Cardinals 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

The saintly Archbishop
Fulton J. Sheen once
pointed out that
the first word of
Jesus to His follow-
ers was “Come”,
while the last word
was “Go”.  

How appropriate
for the beginning
of the Advent sea-
son in this new
Year of Grace!    

The Church cries
to us “Come, let us
climb the mountain
of the Lord”, and we
respond, “Come,
Lord Jesus, and set us free”.  

The sacred liturgy of our

Church provides a shape
and form for our life’s jour-

ney from darkness
of doubt to the light
of Truth.   

The Incarnation of
the Word into
human flesh which
we celebrate at the
end of these four
weeks will hopefully
be born also in our
flesh.  This is the
whole purpose of

the Advent liturgy—
to make us strong
enough to act upon
the final command of

Jesus, “Go and preach the
Good News to all the na-

tions…”.  The first reading
today comes from the
prophet Jeremiah  “The days
are coming, says the Lord,
when I will fulfill the prom-
ise I made to the house of
Israel and Judah…I will raise
up for David a just shoot”. 

That “just shoot”, from
David’s line, is Jesus, the
Messiah, who will appear
some six hundred years
after this prophecy.

The Gospel for this Sun-
day is always about Jesus’
own vision of the end times,
the final days.  

He is speaking to His dis-
ciples just a few days before
his passion, death, and res-

urrection. 
He foretells the destruc-

tion of the whole universe
and of his own coming in
power and majesty.  “Be vig-
ilant at all times and pray
that you have the strength
to escape the tribulations
that are imminent and to

stand before the Son of
Man”.  The vision is as valid
for us today as for those
who hear the Master’s
words.  

We must prepare by
penance, almsgiving, and
prayer for that final day.,
This Sunday’s second read-
ing from St. Paul to the
Thessalonians gives advice
to the early Christians –be
disciplined and alert! 

As we prepare for Christ-
mas in this special Year of
Grace, we need to become
effective Christ-bearers to
so many around us who see
only the tinsel and the trap-
pings surrounding the feast.    

Monsignor
Paul E.
Whitmore

The First Sunday of Advent
READINGS

Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2

Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

Dec. 2

CONSIDER THIS

Prepare the Way of the Lord... Advent begins

By Stephen Kent
Catholic News Service

For a director of central
intelligence, it demon-
strated an astounding lack
of common sense. 

As the reputation of re-
tired four-star general David
Petraeus continues to shat-
ter under revelations of
adultery and poor judg-
ment, we are left with sev-
eral things to ponder. 

Petraeus, as anyone with
access to any communica-
tions device now knows,
abruptly resigned as direc-
tor of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency admitting he
had an extramarital affair
with Paula Broadwell, the
author his biography. The
admission and resignation
came after the FBI began
monitoring Petraeus' email
as part of another investiga-
tion. 

Perhaps a four-star gen-
eral who doesn't realize
there is no guarantee of pri-
vacy of email correspon-
dence was not the best
candidate to be director of
the nation's intelligence
agency. 

In the torrent of news cov-
erage that followed, it was

interesting how many times
Petraeus was identified as
"revered," "most celebrated
general of his era." He is not
the first celebrity general to
suffer hubris (think George
Armstrong Custer). 

Petraeus' feet of clay walk
in the footsteps of many
others who demonstrated
similar failure of marital fi-
delity: Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt, Dwight D.
Eisenhower, John F.
Kennedy and Bill Clinton --
all admired presidents of
the United States. 

And "heroes" of athletics:
Tiger Woods, golf, adultery;
Mark McGwire, baseball,
drugs; Lance Armstrong, cy-
cling, drugs, allegedly.
Names from the entertain-
ment industry could fill a
telephone directory. 

The point is not to point
fingers at these individuals
but instead to suggest that,
as a society, we make poor
choices when it comes to
naming heroes. We have im-

perfect selection standards. 
Paid entertainers and pro-

fessional athletes are not
popular for their heroic
qualities. 

"Hero" is used much too
frequently so as to devalue
its true meaning. A fireman
who enters a burning build-
ing is certainly courageous,
but that is his duty, what he
signed up for. Heroism, as
the citation for Medal of
Honor says, is going beyond
the call of duty. Likewise,
every person now in the
military who performs his
or her job competently and
goes where duty calls is not
a hero. 

They are doing their duty,
the vast majority not hero-
ically. 

Just as "hero" is misused
so often, the too often mis-

used word "tragedy" is ex-
actly on target in the Pe-
traeus situation: the
protagonist whose fatal flaw
results in a rapid fall from
the top. 

The essential virtue in
heroism is selflessness --
subordinating wants, needs,
even life, for another. 

In unfortunate timing, the
Newsweek magazine edition
on the stands when the Pe-
traeus news broke was titled
"The Heroes Issue." It in-
cluded articles on heroes,
the majority of them in the
military. In a stroke of irony,
the final page in the maga-
zine was an article titled
"Petraeus' Rules for Living,"
the author none other than
Paula Broadwell. Among the
12 points, this is his Rule
No. 5: 

"We all will make mis-
takes. The key is to recog-
nize them and admit them,
to learn from them and to
take off the rearview mir-
rors -- drive on and avoid
making them again." That
sounds a lot like a firm pur-
pose of amendment even if
lacking contrition. 

Selflessness is a virtue de-
serving of more recognition.
If heroism is defined as con-
spicuous selflessness, then
this country is filled with
heroes: from those dedicat-
ing their lives to caring for
relatives with Alzheimer's
disease to parents whose
time and energy is devoted
to their children above and
beyond the call of duty. 

The call of duty is not the
highest barrier to be met for
heroism. It is lack of self. 

We Americans choose our heroes poorly 
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By Suzanne Pietropaoli
Staff Writer

OGDENSBURG - They came from
all across the diocese to cel-
ebrate the opening of the
Year of Faith, and celebrate
they did!  

Voices soared and organ
and brass resounded Nov. 18
as a capacity crowd filled St.
Mary’s Cathedral  for a
unique prayer service, “Wit-
nesses of Faith.”

As the event began, many
priests and deacons joined
Bishop Terry LaValley in pro-
cessing  to the sanctuary,
where Bishop LaValley
warmly welcomed those
gathered for the afternoon
service.  

The focus then shifted to
three recently canonized
saints - witnesses of faith -
with local/regional connec-
tions:  Mohawk Saint Kateri
Tekakwitha,   St. Marianne
Cope of Syracuse and Saint
Andre Bessette of Montreal .

St. Kateri Tekakwitha
Louise Cook of Akwesasne

related the story of St. Kateri
Tekakwitha.

Born the daughter of a Mo-
hawk chief near present-day
Auriesville, NY, in 1656, Ka-
teri lost her parents to small-
pox when she was four years
old; she herself bore the
marks of the disease for the
rest of her life.  

In her teens, Kateri em-
braced the Catholic faith and
was baptized at age 20.  Per-
secuted for her beliefs, she
left for a Christian enclave
near Montreal, bringing with
her a letter of introduction
from the Jesuit priest who
had instructed and baptized
her. 

The letter read: “I send you
a treasure.  Guard it well.” 

In her new home, Kateri
continued to grow  in prayer
and devotion, and in loving
service to those  around her. 

When she died at age 24,
her last words were: “Jesus, I
love you.” 

Since then , Kateri has been
venerated by her fellow-Mo-
hawks, who have sought her
intercession for centuries.  

On October 21, 2012, Ka-
teri Tekakwitha - Lily of the
Mohawks - was declared a
saint of the universal
Church.

St. Marianne Cope
Franciscan Sister Kathleen

Murphy of Buffalo, former
superintendent of schools
for the Diocese of Ogdens-
burg, represented St. Mari-
anne Cope’s Sisters of St.
Francis Community as she
read the biography of that
saint.

Born in Germany in 1838,
Barbara Koob (Cope) was one
of ten children; her family
emigrated to Utica NY the
next year.  

She was 24 when she en-
tered the Sisters of St. Francis
in Syracuse and,  as  Sister
Marianne, her career in-
cluded  the fields of educa-
tion, nursing, and
administration and would
stretch from Syracuse to
present –day Hawaii.  

Faith and trust in God mo-
tivated this intrepid woman,
whose compassion and intel-
ligence influenced her hospi-
tals in innovative ways:   she
insisted that hospital work-
ers wash their hands before
attending patients, and she
accepted and treated all
comers, without regard for
payment. St. Joseph’s Hospi-

tal in Syracuse and St. Eliza-
beth’s Hospital in Utica are
part of her legacy.  

At age 39, Sister Marianne
was elected Mother Superior
of her order, and before long
she received and responded
to a request for sisters to
serve in Hawaii, with special
care for patients suffering
with leprosy. 

In Hawaii, where she met
and befriended St. Damien
deVuyster, Mother Marianne
administered hospitals for
the sufferers and schools for
their children.  There her
cheerfulness, kindness, and
unflagging cleanliness
brought new hope and com-
fort to many.

Using commonsense pre-
caution against the spread of
disease, Mother Marianne re-
mained healthy until her
death, at age 80, from natu-
ral causes; she had been in
Hawaii for 35 years.

Known as “Beloved mother
of the outcasts,” St. Marianne
Cope was canonized on Oc-
tober 21, 2012.

St. Andre Bessette
The story of Saint Andre

Bessette, the” Wonder Man of
Mount Royal,” was read by
Ursula Akey of AuSable

Forks.   
Born in 1845 in Mont St.

Gregoire, Quebec, Alfred Bes-
sette was so weak at birth
that he was not expected to
survive.  Born into poverty,
and orphaned by age 12, the
boy moved from place to
place and did any available
work, eventually finding his
way to U.S. textile mills. 

In 1870, he entered the
novitiate of the Order of the
Holy Cross in Montreal and
became porter at Notre Dame
College. Assigned  many me-
nial tasks, he grew in grace
and soon people came to the
college to ask his help and
his prayers.  

For many decades he did
his work, welcomed the poor
and needy, and often spent
evenings visiting the sick;
many were healed.  

His faith in God was un-
shakeable, and St. Joseph
was an  unfailing intercessor
as he prayed for the needs of
thousands of people each
year. “I am nothing but a tool
in the hand of Providence,”
Brother Andre often re-
minded those who turned to
him.  

His faith and determina-
tion were behind the con-
struction of Montreal’s famed
St. Joseph’s Oratory, a place
of pilgrimage where one can
still see the crutches and
other aids left behind by
people who have found
cures there. When this unas-
suming man died at the age
of 91 in 1937, one million
people paid their respects. 

Saint Andre Bessette was
canonized in 2010. 

The celebration continues
These biographies were

followed by a Litany of the
Saints, accompanied by cere-
monial drumming provided
by Mohawk drummers. 

At the same time, images,
pictures and relics of the
three saints were carried to
the front of the Cathedral.
The Mohawk drum beat and
dancers led into the “Prayer
of the Four Directions,” with
its response of “We praise
and thank you, Creator God.”

The Mohawk Choir from
Akwesasne then sang in
honor of St. Kateri, as they
had done at her canonization
ceremony.  

Prayer, Scripture readings,
and songs were followed by
a moving reflection given by
St. Anne Sister Kateri
Mitchell, a native of Hogans-
burg who is long-time Direc-
tor of the National
Tekakwitha Conference in
Great Falls, Montana.    

Accompanying her words
with a quiet drumbeat, Sr. Ka-
teri reminded her listeners
that “From age to age, the
drumbeat goes on.  We be-
long to a loving God, to a God
who shares life with us…
Today we gather to honor
one of our own, born on this
land of North America. Yes,
as a young woman she was
called by a God who loved
her and gave her the strength
and courage to be able to
walk a sacred path.  Why?
Because she loved.

“Today we share that love
every time we say, ‘I forgive
you,‘“she said. “We share that
love every time we walk with
someone who lies on a
sickbed, with someone who
needs healing, with someone
who is hurting—spiritually,
physically, mentally or emo-
tionally.  

“Kateri  is a model for us
today,” Sister Kateri said.
“She reminds us to be pres-
ent to  one another, to pray
for one another, to share the
gift of faith in Jesus Christ
that was given to us in Bap-
tism.”  

“Witnesses of Faith” con-
cluded with Bishop LaValley’s
stirring call to full participa-
tion in the Year of Faith.
[These remarks may be read
in his “Follow Me”  column on
page 3 in this week’s NCC.] 

“Faith is not and never can
be a spectator sport,” he said
as he encouraged all present
to seek a deeper relationship
with Jesus Christ and to
share their faith with others.

“We will not sit it out,”
Bishop LaValley said. “Let
Jesus take the lead and we
will follow.  Let’s dance!”  

A day to celebrate faith and saints
Capacity crowd fills St. Mary’s Cathedral for Witnesses of Faith prayer service

PHOTO BY BETTY STEELE
Bishop LaValley calls for full participation
in the Year of Faith during his remarks at
the Nov. 18 Witnesses of Faith prayer
service at St. Mary’s Cathedral.
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SETON  DINNER AND AUCTION
Plattsburgh- Seton Catholic High School
is planning its 8th Annual Christmas
Dinner and Silent Auction

Date: Dec 2
Time: 12-5 PM
Place: Seton Catholic High School
Cost: Seniors (55+) $7, Adults, takeouts

$9, kids 5-12 years $5, Under 5 FREE
Features: Holiday wreath sale, cash &

carry items, 50/50 Drawings, Seton
Sweepstakes tickets, Each adult who
brings in an item for the Seton food
drive or a new, unwrapped toy for the
toy drive will receive $1 off their meal

Contact: 561-4031 ext 121 for take outs

LECTIO DIVINA
Ellenburg – Our Lady of the Adirondacks
House of Prayer will be having Lectio
Divina (Divine Reading), every Friday.

Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Features: Meditation on the following

Sunday's readings and Rosary

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Plattsburgh – Eucharistic Adoration is
held throughout the year every Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Friday.

Place: St. John’s “Holy Family” Adoration
Chapel, downstairs

Time: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Contact:  call 518-561-5083 or email us

at Sjohnsadoration@aol.com

PRAYER MEETING
Plattsburgh – A weekly prayer meeting 
will be held every Wednesday (except
the first Wednesday).

Time: 7 p.m.
Place: St. Peter’s Church, St. Brother

Andre' Chapel.
Features: Prayers and songs of praise,y

devotional prayers to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the
Divine Mercy Chaplet/Novena

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Crown Point – A Christmas Bazaar will
be held.

Date: Dec. 1
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Place: Sacred Heart Church
Features: Luncheon, Raffle Drawing &

Cookie Walk.

CHRISTMAS TEA
North Bangor – The CC of St. Augustine 
will hold their annual “O Come All Ye
Faithful” Christmas Tea.

Date: Dec. 2

Time: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Place: John C. Dwyer Parish Center
Features: handmade crafts,  bake table,

candy booth, cake walk, a Chinese auc-
tion, raffles, etc. Christmas cookies, cof-
fee, tea & punch. Homemade soup,
sandwiches & soda will be for sale. 

HOLIDAY FOOD FAIR
Clayton - Holiday Food Fair to be held.
Date: Dec. 1
Time: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center
Costs: Food Fair, $6; photo with Santa

4x6 color, $3; Children’s Lunch ages 3-12
and fun room, Free

Features: Over 50 special dishes will be
prepared from parishioners favorite fam-
ily recipes.  Holiday gift items and family
inspirational gifts.  Visit from Santa
There will be a children’s room for ages
3-12 to make crafts.  At 1 p.m. there will
be a raffle drawing.  10 cash prizes val-
ued at $50 each.  No need to be present
to Win.

YEAR OF FAITH EVENTS
Black River and Deferiet – Special “Year
of Faith” events to be held.

Schedule: Dec. 9 – 1 p.m. to 3, Holy
Hours at St. Paul’s with reflection on Vat-
ican II; Dec. 11 – 6 p.m. to 8, Healing
Mass at St. Paul’s; Dec. 13 – 6 p.m. to 8,
Healing Mass at St. Rita’s; Dec. 16 – 1
p.m. to 3, Holy Hours at St. Rita’s with re-
flection on Vatican II.

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER
Evans Mills – The Indian River Knights of 

Columbus will be sponsoring a Spaghetti
& Meatball dinner.

Date: Dec. 8
Time: 4 p.m.
Place: St. Mary’s Parish Center

SPAGHETTI SUPPER
Watertown – St. Anthony’s Altar Rosary
Church will be having Spaghetti Supper.

Date: Nov. 29
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 7           
Place: Msgr. Sechi Hall
Cost: Adults, $8; children $4.50; under

3, free; sauce, $5 per quart meatballs are
$.75

Features: Take-out orders begin at 4
p.m. Please bring your own containers

LIFERIGHT MEETING
Watertown   - Liferight of Watertown will
hold its monthly meetings on the third 
Wednesday of the Month.
Time: 4 p.m.     
Place: 312 Sherman St.
Features: The  office has videos, books

and educational materials 
which may be borrowed. Topics
covered: infanticide, assisted suicide, eu-
thanasia and chastity.

Contact: Phone 315-788-8480; website:
www.liferight.org.

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS
Houseville – Divine Mercy Devotions for
the month of December to be held.

Date: Dec. 2
Time: 3 p.m.
Place: St. Hedwig’s Church
Features: The program includes: Vespers

(Evening Prayer), Exposition of the Most
Blessed Sacrament, The Divine Mercy
Chaplet and Benediction. All are wel-
come. 

Contact 348-6260.

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Port Leyden – There will be a Christmas
Bazaar to help benefit the Port Leyden
Food Pantry.

Date: Dec. 8
Time: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Place: St. Martin’s Church Hall
Features: Many crafters,  a 50/50 draw-

ing and a Lottery Tree drawing.  Home-
made doughnuts and coffee will be
available in the morning with lunch con-
sisting of homemade chili, chili dogs and
beverages.  Baked goods sale
.

SHOWTIME CHRISTMAS SHOW
Ogdensburg – The Msgr A.D. Charbon-
neau Council #258 Knights of Columbus
will be sponsoring a Christmas Show.

Date: Dec. 2
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Place: OFA Auditorium
Cost: 3 nonperishable foods or $3.
Features: Special guests, United Helpers

Senior Chorus, Musical Groups from OFA
and Heuvelton Central Schools.  Dona-
tions will benefit the Ogdensburg Neigh-
borhood Center.

K OF C BRUNCH
Norfolk – The Knights of Columbus will
be sponsoring a brunch.

Date: Dec. 9
Time: 8:30 a.m. to Noon
Place: Visitation Parish Center; Take-outs

available
Cost: Adults, $7; Children under 12, $4;

Under 5, Free; Family, $18

CRAFT FAIR
Gouverneur – St. James School to have a
Craft Fair.

Date: Dec. 1
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Features: Santa Claus will visit at 1:30

p.m.  Items available will include: jew-
elry, woodcrafts, ceramics, stuffed ani-
mals, homemade dolls, leather goods,
candles, knitted items, country crafts,
Christmas ornaments and decorations,
baskets, etc.   Lunch will be available.
Admission is a donation.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Ogdensburg – The Knights of Columbus
258 Christmas Party will take on a din-
ner-dance format this year.

Date: Dec. 1
Time: Cocktails begin at 5 p.m.; dinner

at 5:45 with dancing from 7 to 11
Place: K of C Hall
Cost: $8 per person or $15 per couple

Features: Fulton Road Band.  All net
proceeds will be split between toys for
tots and PJ’s for Christmas.  

Contact: Reservations for dinner are re-
quired by calling the club rooms at 393-
7990 at 4 p.m.  Open to members, their
guests and the general public

SURVIVOR SUPPORT GROUP
Canton – The Surviving Spouse Friend-
ship and Support Group meets the first
Thursday of the month.

Time: 9 a.m.
Place: Best Western University Inn
Contact: Lita Maroney at 379-1650 for .

FISH FRIES POSTPONED
Ogdensburg – The K of C Council 258’s
Friday Night Fish Fries are suspended
from Nov. 23 until Jan. 11.

NOVENA FOR MILITARY
Ogdensburg - Notre Dame Church is
holding a Weekly novena for the safety
of U.S. military personnel

Date: Tuesday evenings
Time: 6:30 p.m.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Massena – St. Mary’s & St. Joseph’s will
have a Benediction and Adoration every
Friday.

Time: 9 a.m. to Noon
Place: St. Mary’s Family Room (adjacent

to the altar)

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS
Ogdensburg   - St. Mary’s Cathedral holds
a monthly Holy Hour to pray for Voca-
tions.

Date: Thursday before the First Friday
Time: 8 p.m. to 9
Place: Deacon Winter Chapel
Features: Nocturnal Adoration contin-

ues through the night

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY
Massena - St. Mary's Church, Sycamore
St. is holding a special rosary to mark
First Saturday.

Date:   Dec. 1
Time:  3:15  pm
Features: Rosary to Our Lady of Fatima

in reparation to Her Immaculate Heart
and for World Peace, followed by a 15
minute private meditation on the Joyful
Mysteries.  Confessions begin at 2:45 pm
and  the Saturday anticipated Mass is at
4:00 pm.  

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”. 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
Ogdensburg, NY 13669; fax, 1-866-314-7296;

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication.
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FOLLOW ME

In his book, Fearfully and
Wonderfully Made, Philip
Yancey provides us with a
good image for today’s cele-
bration based on his per-
sonal experience:
“A certain bridge in
South America con-
sists of interlocking
vines supporting a
precariously swing-
ing platform hun-
dreds of feet above
a river.  I know the
bridge has sup-
ported hundreds of
people over many
years, and as I
stand at the edge of
the chasm I can see
people confidently
crossing the bridge.”  

Yancey continues: “The
engineer in me wants to
weigh all the factors: meas-
ure the stress tolerances of
the vines, test the wood for
termites, survey all the
bridges in the area for one
that might be stronger.  I
could spend a lifetime de-
termining whether the
bridge is fully trustworthy
before I dare to walk on it.
But, eventually, if I really
want to cross, I must take a
step.  When I put my weight
on that bridge and walk
across, even though my
heart is pounding and my
knees are knocking, I am
making a statement—declar-
ing a decision.”

More and more, ours is a
culture that moves solely
within the horizon of believ-
ing only in what we can see
and touch with our own
hands.  But, the world of
calculation and the scien-
tific method is not enough.
You see, if I wait for all the
evidence to be in, for every-
thing to be completely ana-
lyzed and settled, the
mystery of faith solved, I’ll
never move.  Often, I have
had to act on the basis of
the bones of the Catholic
faith, before those bones
were fully formed in me and
before I understood the rea-
son for their existence.
Bone is hard, but it is alive.

If the bones of faith do not
continue to grow, they will
soon become dead skele-
tons.  The Year of Faith in-
vites you and me to do

some spiritual exer-
cises to strengthen
our bones of faith.  

I’m reminded of a
hit song that came
out years ago by Lee
Ann Womack.  In her
song, she challenges
us not to “sit it out”
when it comes to
life.  She sings: “I
hope you’ll dance.”
My sisters and

brothers, with the
Lord of the Dance,
enter the rhythm of a
faith life that grows,

that has a pulse, that’s vi-
brant, that’s alive.  Yes,
“Give faith a fighting
chance.” We just heard St.
Paul tell the Romans:  “How
beautiful are the feet of
those who announce good
news!”  I was intrigued when
I heard some of our native
American friends at the
Tekakwitha Conference in
Albany this summer explain
that as they dance their feet
are caressing Mother Earth.
What a beautiful image.
Faith is not and can never
be a spectator sport.  The
dance is a passionate
prayer.

We, the faithful of the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg are de-
termined to Taste Again for
the First Time the treasures
of our faith and determined,
through the grace of God, to
live lives reflecting what we
believe.  We cannot sit it
out.  We all earnestly desire
to follow Jesus. The Church
of the North Country will
walk, or dance, with you as
we all seek to know God
more deeply, to enter an
even deeper relationship
with Jesus Christ, our Lord
and God.  

Today we have honored
witnesses of faith whose
heroic lives show us how to
enter the dance.  For St. Mar-
ianne Cope, faith was
enough when she decided

to journey to Hawaii, having
no hint of the suffering en-
dured by the mutilated,
odorous leper to whom she
would minister.  She was
wholly absorbed with a de-
sire to serve in a foreign
country half a world away.
She had no idea of the trials
of body and soul in store for
her and her sisters.  For her,
faith was enough.  She
stepped on the gangplank
with her eyes focused on
Christ, her Savior. Through-
out her life, she sought to
safeguard the dignity of the
human person and paid at-
tention to the outcast.  Un-
failing optimism in God’s
love and mercy sustained
her.  St. Marianne Cope pray
for us who lack the courage
to live our faith to the full-
ness, giving ourselves to-
tally to Jesus. 

St. Brother Andre Bessette,
God’s Gatekeeper, always re-
ceived people in distress
without reservation.  Those
of us who have visited St.
Joseph’s Oratory have seen
the crutches hung giving ev-
idence of wholeness re-
stored.  Perhaps we have
been among the pilgrims
kneeling, seeking the heal-
ing for which so many have
journeyed and sought the
intercession of good St.
Joseph.  Now, we turn to the
Miracle Man of Montreal, the
humble porter of the poor,
that through his interces-
sion we might open widely
the door to faith for our-
selves and all.  St. Brother
Andre pray for us who so
often shut the door and turn
away from those who are
hurting, the needy, the vul-
nerable among us.

St. Kateri Tekakwitha
shows us that with the
blending of culture and
faith, the seeds of God’s
word can take root and
flower.  The Lily of the Mo-
hawks, as Blessed John Paul
II reminded us in Toronto at
World Youth Day in 2002, is
“an example of fidelity, a
model of purity and love.”
Native Americans have

known terrible suffering
through the generations.  In
St. Kateri, a woman of
tremendous courage and
profound faith, we have a
heroine who shows us how
an intense love of Christ can
impel us to serve the hurt-
ing in our midst, even in an
environment that rejects
our faith.  

Let’s dance!

This Patroness of ecology
and the environment
teaches us how to love and
respect the created world.
St. Kateri, pray for us who
are blind to the injustices
that surround us. 

My friends, these three
saints, these witnesses of
faith, are front and center
for us this afternoon.  But,
you well know that there are
faces of faith all around us
with deeply moving and in-
spiring stories of faith well-
lived.  As we have now
entered this Year of Faith, I
invite you to tell your story
of faith.  Share with those
around you how God has
touched you and your fam-
ily.  Inspire us with your
story.

Through the diligent work
of Fr. Garry Giroux and his
committee, our Diocese is
offering you, your family
and your parish a broad
range of opportunities to in-
crease your knowledge of
faith, so critical today, espe-
cially through the study of
the documents of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council and the
Catechism of the Catholic
Church.  You might consider
a Holy Year Pilgrimage that
finds you not necessarily
needing to travel outside of
the North Country.  In-
creased celebrations of the
Sacraments of Reconcilia-
tion, and the Eucharist as
well as parish mission par-
ticipation are important av-
enues for you to Taste Again
for the First Time what a
tremendous treasure we
have inherited by virtue of
our baptism.  I truly hope

that, as a family, you enter
this year with a renewed de-
termination to strengthen
your relationship with Jesus
Christ and His Mystical
Body, the Church.  Spend
some time with the words
of the Creed we pray each
Sunday.  Pray it with re-
newed meaning and convic-
tion.  Again, pray it together
as a family.

Please make a point of
joining me in thanking
those individuals and
groups who have been in-
strumental in making this
celebration of faith so beau-
tiful and inspiring:  I wish,
again to thank Sr. Kateri for
trekking here to Ogdens-
burg and for her inspiring
reflection.  I wish also to
note the St. Regis Mohawk
family that has joined and
led us in beautiful song and
praise.  Thank you, Sr. Kath-
leen and the Sisters of St.
Francis for joining our cele-
bration of faith.  We are
grateful to our friends north
of the border who have
joined us in tribute to St.
Brother Andre.  We are
grateful to Ernie Hadley, Fr.
Scott Seymour and our mu-
sicians, to Fr. Lucia and our
Department of Worship, Sr.
Eamon and Marika Donders
for their leadership from the
Department of Evangeliza-
tion, our diocesan staff for
their support, and to Fr.
Morgan and his cathedral
staff who always do such a
wonderful job in putting out
the welcome mat and sup-
porting our diocesan cele-
brations here at St. Mary’s
Cathedral.

My sisters and brothers,
Catholicism does not offer
escape from problems, it of-
fers a life in which chal-
lenges are met.  Catholicism
does not instill a desire to
abandon the world.  No, it
instills a desire and courage
to win the world for Christ.
There is no room for
naysayers.  We are can-
doer’s!  We will not sit it out.
Let Jesus take the lead and
we will follow.  Let’s dance!

Bishop
Terry R.
LaValley

‘Today we honor witnesses of faith’
Bishop LaValley’s remarks at the Nov. 18 celebration opening  the Year of Faith
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OBITUARIES
Brushton – Steven D. Curran, 57; Funeral
Services Nov. 24, 2012 at St. Mary’s
Church; burial in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Cadyville – Dorothy M. (Ramsey) Devan,
89; Funeral Services Nov. 24, 2012 at St.
James Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Carthage – James P. Mastin, 68; Funeral
Services Nov. 20, 2012 at St. James
Church; burial in Fairview Cemetery.

Chateaugay – James Henry Darmody, 85;
Funeral Services Nov. 23, 2012 at St.
Patrick’s Church; burial in parish ceme-
tery.

Churubusco – Katherine Elizabeth Looby
Taylor, 85; Funeral Services Nov. 9, 2012
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.

Clayton – Lovenia E. Clark, 100; Funeral
Services Nov. 20, 2012 at Cummings Fu-
neral Service, Inc.; burial in St. Lawrence
Cemetery, Cape Vincent.

Croghan – Martha Agnes (Bochenheim),
95; Funeral Services Nov. 21, 2012 at St.
Stephen’s Church; burial in St. Stephen’s
Cemetery.

Keeseville – Carl R. Floyd, 85; Funeral
Services Nov. 21, 2012 at St. John’s
Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Lake Placid – Eugenio Festa; Funeral
Services Nov. 17, 2012 at St. Agnes
Church.

Massena – Elizabeth (Steinburg) Boyer,
82; Funeral Services Nov. 24, 2012 at St.
Mary’s Church; burial in Foxwood Memo-
rial Park, Ogdensburg.

Massena – Robert J. LeBoeuf, 91; Funeral
Services Nov. 20, 2012 at St. Joseph’s

Church; burial in Calvary Cemetery.

Mooers Forks – Norman W. Lafave, 70;
Funeral Services Nov. 24, 2012 at St. Ann’s
Church; burial in Whispering Maples Me-
morial Mausoleum, Ellenburg Depot.

Norwood – James C. McKenna, 81; Fu-
neral Nov. 19, 2012 at St. Andrew’s
Church; burial in Calvary Cemetery.
Ogdensburg – Carol A. (West) Ladouceur,
68; Memorial Services Dec. 1, 2012 at
Notre Dame Cemetery.

Ogdensburg – William F. Morley, Jr., 80;
Funeral Services Nov. 21, 2012 at St.
Mary’s Cathedral; burial in St. Mary’s
Cemetery.

Peru – William Edward Hoffmann, 84;
Funeral Services Nov. 20, 2012 at St. Au-
gustine’s Church.

Plattsburgh – Victoria J. (Kazlowski)
Guyette, 84; Funeral Services Nov. 24,
2012 at Our Lady fo Victory Church; bur-
ial in St. Peter’s Cemetery.

Redford – Richard M. Fournia Jr., 35; Fu-
neral Services Nov. 19, 2012 at Church of
the Assumption; burial in parish ceme-
tery.

Watertown – Ola Mary (Constance) Hef-
feron, 93; Funeral Services Nov. 19, 2012
at St. Patrick’s Church; burial in Glenwood
Mausoleum.

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669
(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@dioogdensburg.org

From the Director’s Desk
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ,
Diocesan Mission Director

In keeping with this week’s theme of reporting, I would
like to take some time to reflect upon this very important
Mission Office annual program.  

The summer of 2012 brought sixteen Mission Aid Soci-
eties to the Eastern Side of the Diocese of Ogdensburg.  The
Eastern side of the Diocese of Ogdensburg includes the
Deaneries of Franklin, Clinton, Adirondack, Essex and
Hamilton/Herkimer.    

Our East side parishes were kind and hospitable hosts to
these societies, many of whom came a great distance to
make their appeals.

We are blessed and happy to say that this year’s collection
was greater than that of last year.  These funds collected are
sent to the individual societies who came so far to spread
awareness to their cause.  These funds are directly used by
these societies to alleviate suffering in their mission
parishes. 

Many members of the societies hosted are members of a
Religious Order or Clergy. They do not live in conditions
that we here in the North Country can often take for
granted.  Conditions such as famine, drought, disease, gov-
ernment turmoil and  lack of shelter is why they make the
journey to the Diocese of Ogdensburg , amongst other
places, to appeal to our hearts and ask for our prayers and
assistance.  

The Mission Office has heard from all of the visiting soci-
eties from 2012 and they are grateful for the kindness be-
stowed upon them and are anxious for the opportunity to
come back again.  

For many of these real-life missionaries, coming to the
North Country each summer is their only free time or break
from the harsh conditions of the developing world.  

On behalf of our Mission Coop participants and the peo-
ple they advocate for, I would like to once again share my
gratitude for the generosity shown this past summer. 

Your thoughtfulness and gifts are appreciated.  Rest as-
sured of my prayers as we enter this blessed holiday sea-
son.  

Please remember “The Society for the Propagation of the Faith”
when writing or changing your Will.  

www.dioogdensburg.org/missionoffice

Another successful
year for Mission
Coop Collections
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Thanksgiving may be over,
but our reasons for giving
thanks in the Diocese of Og-
densburg are certainly not!

This week’s NCC offers two
major features – coverage of
the spectacular Witnesses of
Faith prayer service Nov. 18
and the annual publication of
the diocesan financial reports.

I would venture a guess that
the Witnesses of Faith celebra-
tion was a success that sur-
passed anyone’s expectations. 

The cathedral was filled, the
choir was magnificent and we
were inspired by saints both

living and dead.
It was certainly an

experience of the
worldwide Catholic
Church as Native
American, French, Ger-
man and Hawaiian in-
fluences were
illustrated from saints
who grew up in our
part of the world. What
a powerful way to in-
sure that this Year of
Faith becomes a life-
time of faith for us all.

From the colorful
pictures of the cathedral cele-

bration we move to 13
pages of charts and
notes that make up
the2012 diocesan finan-
cial reports.

Those of us who work
with Michael Tooley and
his staff understand
how blessed we are to
have such competent
and honest people to
keep track of all the
money which makes
our work possible.

To open the report,
Bishop LaValley notes

that Mike has recently cele-

brated his tenth anniversary as
diocesan fiscal officer. “We
have been so blessed with his
expert knowledge and wise
counsel,” Bishop LaValley said.

And so, we give thanks all
around – to everyone who
made the Witnesses of Faith
prayer service such a wonder-
ful celebration and to Mike
Tooley, Peggy Garrison, Karen
Ruddy, Heather Ladouceur,
Kim Snover and Vincent
Thouin, whose work insures
that we have the resources to
plan such celebrations year
after year.

Recently I received an email
from a friend about his memo-
ries of the Second Vatican
Council. 

He wrote, “I appreciate your
NCC columns recalling the en-
thusiasm and excitement
which you had during the time
of Vatican II.  They were heady
days for all of us in the Church
and have done so much to de-
fine our faith lives ever since.”

Many people have spoken to
me in the past few weeks about
the columns and the Second
Vatican Council.  They remem-
ber the Council and how much
it influenced their lives.  

However, I have noticed that
some seem to think of the
Council as a bit of nostalgia.  It
is important for me to empha-
size for all to hear that the
Council was not some isolated
moment in time. 

The Second Vatican Council
was the beginning of a new day
for the Catholic Church.  The
decrees of every Ecumenical
Council are official teaching.
So, that moment of the Council
continues, that moment contin-
ues!  

The Council Fathers worked
very hard together to prepare
and promulgate this new
groundwork for the Catholic
Church for our time and for the
ages.

In calling for the Council,
Pope John XXIII  used the word

“aggiornamento.”  This word
means an update, a call to the
Holy Spirit to bring to the
Church a spirit of change and
open mindedness as the
Church brings itself to a new
time and age.  

The documents of the Coun-
cil not only analyze the teach-
ings of the Church again  but
they also challenge the
Catholic Church to come alive
in the Spirit, bringing the mes-
sage of Our Savior and Our
Church to the world. 

In the Spirit of “aggiorna-
mento” there were some liturgi-
cal changes and other calls for
renewal.  However, the interest-
ing thing about the Second Vat-
ican Council was that many of
the things it called for came
from the earliest days of the
Church.

Here is just one example: The
Council speaks of the Church
as the “People of God.” 

he Dogmatic Constitution on
the Church (Lumen Gentium)
says this: “For those who be-
lieve in Christ, who are reborn,

not from a corruptible seed,
but from one incorruptible one
through the word of the living
God, not from flesh, but from
water and the Holy Spirit, are
finally established as ‘a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation…’ who in times past
were not a people, but now are
the People of God.”

“People of God” – one people
united in the Holy Spirit. Laity
and clergy united together to
bring the message of Jesus to
the world and to unite as one
people in prayer and worship
of the Lord.  

A few weeks ago the Church
celebrated the Feast of St. Leo
the Great, a Pope of the fifth
century. The reading at Matins
that day was from the writings
of St. Leo. In these writings, he
emphasized ideas that called
on the people of the Church to
recognize their unity in the
sight of God.  

St. Leo writes this: “For all, re-
generated in Christ, are made
kings by the sign of the cross;
they are consecrated priests by
the oil of the Holy Spirit so that
beyond the special service of
our ministry as priests – all
spirited and mature Christians
know that they are a royal race
and all sharers in the office of
priesthood.”

So, please understand that as
we continue to reread and look
into the documents of the Sec-

ond Vatican Council, we are
looking at the hopes and
dreams of the Council for our
Church today  and how well we
have incorporated the message
of that Council into the life of
today’s Church.

---
This week I would like to

close with a personal memory
of two of my classmates, two
friends who were ordained
priests with me on May 16,
1959, at St. Mary’s Cathedral.
Msgr. Bernard Christman and
Father Paul Oehler died during
the past month. 

There is a rather special
bond that unites priests or-
dained together on the same
day. We became friends and
brothers in our ministry as
priests.  These two are the first
of my classmates from the Dio-
cese of Ogdensburg to die. 

It is a time for memories and
for a renewal of the hope that I
have preached often at funer-
als that I have celebrated.  It is
a time to celebrate – two of my
priest friends and classmates
have moved along to the Lord.  

I offer a prayer of gratitude
for their presence in my life
and for the gifts that they
shared with the people of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg.  

Thank you, Lord – please ac-
cept into your peace my
friends and bring them to a
place of happiness with you.
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So much for which to be grateful

FATHER BILL SAYS
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By Bishop Terry LaValley

The Dogmatic Constitution on the Church de-
mands “one and the same holiness of every
member of the Church.  This common holiness is
characterized by four qualities: our submission
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit; our obedience
to the voice of the Father; our worship of the Fa-
ther in spirit and truth; and our faithfulness in
following the poor, humble and crossbearing
Christ.” (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church
(Lumen gentium), 41, 1964)

Pastoral Letter
for the Year of Faith

(Part III)

Our response to Jesus’ call “Follow Me” is a re-
sponse to the call to sainthood.  The Second Vati-
can Council reminds us that each and every
person is called to be holy, to be a ‘saint in the
making.’

“In the various types and duties of life, one and
the same holiness is cultivated by all who are
moved by the Spirit of God…Every person
should walk unhesitatingly according to his own
personal gifts and duties in the path of a living
faith which arouses hopes and works through
charity.” (Lumen gentium, 41)   

Throughout this year, the Church of Ogdens-
burg has been especially conscious of the Faces
of Faith with whom we live, work and play. 

We are familiar with the faith stories of individ-
uals who were recently numbered among the
saints in heaven:  Saint (Brother) Andre, Saint
Marianne Cope, and the Lily of the Mohawks,
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha.  

Belonging to the one Body of Christ, we now
seek their intercession and prayers as we open
ourselves to a continual conversion of heart so
that we, too, might follow Jesus as true disciples. 

Blessed Pope John Paul II, in his Apostolic Ex-
hortation to Bishops, referred to saints as “spiri-
tual sentinels who from heaven guide the way of
the pilgrim church through time.” (Pastores
gregis, 25, 2003) 

This is a beautiful vision capable of inspiring
our efforts to renew in Christ the society of our
time.

As followers of a God who can squeeze a thou-
sand years into a single day (2 Peter 3:8), we can
move forward with St. Paul’s urgent cry to holi-
ness ringing in our ears:  “I do not think of my-
self as having reached the finish line.  I give no
thought to what lies behind but push on to what
is ahead.  

My entire attention is on the finish line as I run
toward the prize to which God calls me—life on
high in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:13-14)  

To be holy, one cannot stand still.  It isn’t good
enough to be comfortable with where one is at.

Holiness demands growth in communion with
others.

It’s Time
A.Witness to Faith
Faith is a wagering on the resurrection of Jesus

Christ.  It makes all the difference in this world
and the next that I believe that Jesus Christ, Son
of God and Son of Mary, suffered, died, and rose
on the third day for me. 

It’s time to tell and live the story.  Empowered
by God’s life-giving Word, sustained by the
graces received in the Sacraments, and sup-
ported by fellow companions on the journey, I
must give credible witness of my love story with
God.  

Following Jesus will inevitably take us to:
1. The New Evangelization

“What we need at this time of history are peo-
ple who, through a faith which is enlightened
and lived out in practice, make God credible in
the world…We need people who keep their gaze
fixed upon God…The new evangelization starts
from the credibility of our living as believers and
from the conviction that grace acts and trans-
forms to the point of converting the heart.  It is a
journey which still finds Christians committed to
it after 2,000 years of history.” (Fisichella, Ori-
gins, Vol.42, No.14, September 6, 2012)

It’s time for a renewed commitment to learn
more about the teachings of our Catholic Faith.
It’s time for a renewed commitment to personal
and communal prayer.  It’s time for courageous
witness to our faith in the public square.

2.Missionary efforts
The Risen Lord commissioned the still doubt-

ing disciples on the mountain:  “Go, therefore,
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you.  And behold, I am with
you always, until the end of the age.”  (Matt.
28:16-20)

The gift of our baptism brings with it the task
of giving witness because, by its very nature, the
Church is on a mission.  

here is no need for us to be lost:  Jesus prom-
ises to be with us always! 

It’s time to boldly proclaim our faith to a world
often deaf to any language about heaven and
eternal life.

3. Preferential option for the poor
The dignity of every human person created in

the likeness of our God demands that we notice
and care for one another.  “…For I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed
me…” (cf. Matt. 25:31-46) 

To recognize Christ in the other is so very diffi-
cult at times, particularly in those that cannot
repay our acts of kindness to them.  Yet, faith is
having the eyes that see beyond outward appear-
ances to the Christ that dwells within. 

It’s time to take note of and to assist those suf-
fering poverty of all sorts.

4. Vocational discernment
To follow Jesus is to risk a journey into the un-

known, but very much aware that Jesus takes us
by the hand.  

As mentioned above, each of us is called to be
holy, to nourish our faith and to live it in with joy
and hope. 

We especially pray today, that more young
women and men will open their hearts and ac-
cept the Lord’s invitation to follow Him in Gospel
living as a religious sister or brother, along with
those he calls to the priesthood and the dia-
conate. 

Specifically, it is time for us to be more active
promoters of vocations to the priesthood among
the young men of our parishes.

Dietrich von Hildebrand speaks about the mys-
tic grandeur of the call implied in the words of
the Lord, “Follow Me.” “

Before all else, it is necessary for us to grasp
the ‘height, breadth, and depth’ of our vocation,
and fully to comprehend the message of the
Gospel which invites us not merely to become
disciples of Christ and children of God, but to
enter into a process of transformation in Christ.”
(D. von Hildebrand, Transformation in Christ, p.
xxxi, 2001)

The Year of Faith puts before us the challenge
to slow down long enough for us to pay attention
and to absorb God’s call, “Be still and know that I
am God” (cf. Psalm 46:10), and then to accept the
invitation to be transformed.  

Journeying together, let us pray for the grace
to be ready to change.  
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Sister Kateri Mitchell, native of St. Regis and director of the National Tekakwitha Conference presented the main address at the
Nov. 18  Witnesses of Faith Prayer Service at St. Mary’s Cathedral. The service marked the official opening of the diocesan obser-
vance of the Year of Faith. Full coverage appears on pages 3, 4 and 5 of this week’s NCC.

The third installment of Bishop

LaValley’s pastoral letter 

examines the call to be holy

The Diocesan Fiscal Office
presents its annual opportu-
nity to review the financial
condition of the Diocese of
Ogdensburg through the
publication of the audited Fi-
nancial Statements for the
July 1, 2011 to June 30 2012
fiscal year.

Bishop LaValley notes that
“the report indicates clearly
that, although the distressed
economic climate in which
we live continues to impact
our financial condition, the
Church of the North Country
continues to be blessed with
individuals who support gen-
erously our many ministries.”
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VATICAN CITY (CNS)  - In a world hit
by natural disasters, wars
and violence, people need
the stability and hope found
only in God's word, Pope
Benedict XVI said. 

Instead of being obsessed
with predictions and fore-
casts of the end of the world,

people of faith need to take
responsibility for their lives
and personal behavior and
look to God for guidance, he
said. "In the midst of the up-
heavals of the world," Jesus
"remains the solid and
steady anchor," he said Nov.
18, commenting on the day's

Gospel reading during his
midday Angelus address.

In a world hit by natural
disasters and violence

Speaking to pilgrims in St.
Peter's Square, the pope com-

mented on the apocalyptic
imagery Jesus used when he
told his disciples "the sun
will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling
from the sky, and the powers
in the heavens will be
shaken." 


